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GREAT LAKES OVERSEAS TRADE GAINS SUBSTANTIALLY IN 1956 


Increases of 7.3 per cent in tonnage and 14.5 per cent in dollar value were 
scored by the Great Lakes region in its direct overseas commerce last year compared 
with 1955. These major findings and details of the trade are revealed in the special 
tabulations just completed by the Bureau of the Census for the Great Lakes Commission. 
Data for 1955 and 1956 by commodity and by port will be incorporated in a forthcoming 
publication of the Commission. 


The over-all picture of the Great Lakes-overseas trade is indicated in the 
summary below. 


1955 1956 
Tonnage Total 535 574 
(000's of Imports 247 293 
short tons) Exports 288 281 


Value Total 165, 890 189,877 
(000's of $) Imports 62,341 79.726 
Exports 103,549 110,151 
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COMMERCIAL FISHING IN LAKE ERIE UP IN 1957 


For the first six months of 1957 the commercial catch in Lake Erie was above 
the 1956 figure by 4 per cent in Ohio and by 2 per cent in Ontario. In Ohio the sea- 
son starts on March 15 and in Ontario it begins about the first of March. The 1957 
catches reported by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the Ontario Depart- 
ment of Lands and Forests totaled over 33 million pounds. Leader among the species 
caught on both sides of Lake Erie was perch. The total was 8,854,000 pounds (Ohio 
4,302,000; Ontario 4,552,000). Next in volume were yellow pickerel totaling 
5,041,000 pounds and blue pike 4,979,000 pounds. Smelt ranked high in Ontario 
(3,932,000 pounds), but no catch was reported for Ohio. The catch of sheepshead and 
carp were, however, much higher in Ohio than in Ontario. 


Reports on other sections of the Great Lakes by the Ontario agency show the 
total catches down in Lake Ontario by 41% (to 974,000 lbs.), in Lake Huron by 35% 
(to 439,000 lbs.) and in Georgian Bay by 36% (to 212,000 lbs.). The lake trout 
taken in Georgian Bay totaled 10,000 pounds or 59% below 1956, and in the Ontario 
section of Lake Superior the trout landed dropped 41% to 114,000 pounds. 


pre 
x The 
| 
NEWS 
ir 
SX, 
SS 
: 
1 


PORTS OF CALL MAKE PROGRESS ON SEAWAY FACILITIES 


Chicago Plans for Downtown Lakefront Port Terminal -- Harbor and cargo terminal im- 
provements at the mouth of the Chicago River near the "Loop" area have been recom- 
mended in a recent: report submitted to Mayor Richard Daley. The engineering consult- 
ants making the report estimated the total cost at $374 million. Of this amount 
$233 million would be financed by the city and the federal government would provide 
$14 million for channel and breakwater improvements. The initial stage of the plan 
proposes expenditures of $4 million by 1959 to be used largely for construction of 
two general cargo berths on the south side of Navy Pier. Extension of the program 
calls for additional development of Navy Pier and a new pier on the south side of the 
Chicago River entrance. The program schedule which extends to 1975 would ultimately 
provide 13 cargo berths. 


Detroit Port Project Approved and Placed on November Ballot -- A $9.5 million develop- 
ment plan for the Port of Detroit was approved by the Wayne County Board of Super- 
visors and a bond issue to cover the cost will be placed on the November 5 ballot. 
The 27-acre site selected lies adjacent to the present overseas cargo facilities of 
the Detroit Harbor Terminals and is just south of the Ambassador Bridge. Plans call 
for two transit sheds with berths for two vessels along a 1,105-foot water frontage. 
An office building will provide 15,000 square feet of space. 


Milwaukee Awards Largest Contract in Port History -- A contract for $2,990,000 was 
approved recently for the marine construction on a new municipal cargo pier. The 
pier, to be 300 feet south of the existing lakefront cargo pier on Jones Island, will 
be 1,005 by 520 feet and will accommodate five 500-foot ships. The estimated cost 
for the completed terminal is $5,556,000. Work will begin next year and will take 
about three years to complete. The bids submitted last April were considered to be 
too high and plans were revised at a savings of $676,000. 


GREAT LAKES HARBORS ASSOCIATION MEETING CONSIDERS MAJOR CURRENT ISSUES 


At the annual meeting of the Great Lakes Harbors Association in Traverse City 
on September 22-24 resolutions were adopted relating to the Seaway tolls, the status 
of the Seaway Development Corporation and lake diversion. On Seaway tolls the 
Association stated its recognition of the moral, ethical and legal responsibility of 
the Seaway agency to meet the mandate of Congress as expressed in Public Law 358 
(83rd Congress), urged the Corporation to take a long-range view of its obligation 
to repay the U. S. Treasury over a span of 50 years and to trust in the continued 
growth in the United States and Canada and in the Seaway traffic during this period, 
and recommended the Corporation establish an incentive schedule of tolls that will 
encourage use of the Seaway and make it fully competitive with other forms of trans- 
portation. The Association recommended to the President of the United States that 
the status and functions of the Seaway Corporation be maintained and continued until 
all of its objectives are realized and requested the Corporation to develop a depart- 
ment for trade promotion. The resolution on lake diversion reaffirmed the Associa- 
tion's opposition to legislation authorizing increased diversion and urged that 
jurisdiction on this question remain with the U. S. Supreme Court. 


At the Association's meeting the keynote address was made by Senator Charles E. 
Potter of Michigan. The annual banquet address by Mayor Frank P. Zeidler of Milwau- 
kee was read as illness prevented his attendance. Talks on port operations as an 
industry and the federal government's role in port development were presented by 


Carlis J. Stettin, port director of Detroit, and by Colonel Peter C. Hyzer of the 
Corps of Engineers, respectively. 


The President's address was made by John C. Beukema of Muskegon. 
the varied problems confronting the Great Lakes region in the process of developing 
the full potential of the Seaway and indicated action needed to achieve the desired 
goals. Mr. Beukema resigned as president of the Association and was succeeded by 
Herbert H. Naujoks, previously the Association's general counsel. Executive secretar 
Claude Ver Duin revealed that he will give up his position in the near future. e 


He pointed to 


HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORTS OMNIBUS RIVERS AND HARBORS BILL 


The House Committee on Public Works on August 13 reported with amendments the 
Omnibus Rivers and Harbors Bill approved by the Senate in March. Changes in S. 497, 
which authorizes new public works projects, made by the House committee affecting 
the Great Lakes region were to reduce the Port Washington (Wisconsin) harbor project 
from $2,932,000 to $1,760,000 and to add a proviso that local interests shall con- 
tribute 43,5 per cent of the total cost; to reduce the Irondequoit Bay (New York) 
navigation project from $1,938,000 to $1,865,000 and to add a proviso that federal 
participation in the provision of general navigation facilities is not to exceed 50 
per cent of the cost; to delete the Senate-approved section regarding modification 
of the harbor of refuge at Port Austin, Michigan; and to add two new navigation pro- 
jects -- the Rouge River, Michigan, at an estimated cost of $101,500 and Saxon Har- 
bor, Wisconsin, at an estimated cost of $393,500. Otherwise, the bill as reported 
by the committee is identical with the Senate version, details of which were report- 
ed in the May News Letter. 


ECONOMIC SURVEY OF GREAT LAKES PORTS UNDERWAY BY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 


What industry in the Great Lakes region is planning to do about using the St. 
Lawrence Seaway is one of the inquiries included in the current economic studies 
being conducted by the Corps of Engineers, North Central Division. The Transpor- 
tation Economics Branch began their port by port study and interviews in Toledo at 
the end of July. This was followed by surveys in Cleveland, Ashtabula, Erie and 
Detroit. During the latter half of October the ports of Buffalo, Rochester, Oswego, 


Watertown and Ogdensburg will be visited. Studies of other major Great Lakes ports 
will follow. 


The project underway is a part of a comprehensive Great Lakes harbors survey 
authorized by Congress last year and the funds appropriated will be used for engi- 
neering plans for port improvements as well as for the economic studies. From the 
interviews with key personnel in industry, commerce and shipping, forecasts will be 
made for the activity of the ports as a whole and for certain key industries. Plans 
for domestic shipping, both bulk and package freight, also are included in the survey. 


PACKAGE FREIGHT TRADE ON GREAT LAKES BEING INVESTIGATED 


Reestablishment of the once-flourishing package freight trade on the Great 
Lakes is being studied in several quarters. Most intensive work is underway in the 
Duluth-Superior area where the Duluth Port Authority has created a special committee 
to investigate and promote the revival of the Great Lakes package freight trade. 
Special interest in this trade also is reported in several ports, and other investi- 
gations of selected aspects of this trade are underway by the Corps of Engineers and 
the Great Lakes Commission. 


Surveys made by the Duluth Port Authority indicate an adequate amount of 
traffic and the availability of cargo for a renewed service. Guaranteed traffic per 
season reportedly would reach about 300,000 tons initially. Immediate efforts of 
the Duluth Industrial Advisory Committee on Package Freight Service center on stud- 
ies of new methods of handling waterborne package freight and on interesting ship- 
pers in establishing a renewed permanent or experimental service. The Duluth group 
is reported to be primarily concerned initially with service between Duluth and 
Buffalo. Port officials in Buffalo have expressed interest in the prospects for 
package freight and it is reported they will consider establishing a committee to co- 
ordinate work with Duluth. The most recent ports to indicate interest in package 
freight are Erie and Oswego. 


The Corps of Engineers' activity in this field is part of its current comprehen- 
sive harbor survey. A traffic analysis in the survey is obtaining information con- 
cerning potential waterborne commerce on the lakes and will include information on 
potential package freight between lake ports. Possible interest of the U. S. ship- 
ping lines planning to enter the Great Lakes trade in a combined overseas and pack- 
age freight service between lake ports is being explored by the Great Lakes Commission. 


NEW TRADE AND TRAFFIC 


Chicago - Poultry totaling 100,000 pounds is being shipped to Rotterdam by 
Priebe & Sons, Inc. who has packing plants in eight states. This is believed to be 
the largest shipment of this type made from a Lake port. 


Cleveland - A 31,900-pound roller lever used to roll out steel was transferred 
from a Pittsburgh plant to the hold of an overseas vessel in Cleveland within 8 
hours. The shipment was bound for Copenhagen. Another shipment involved 24 tons of 
unfinished baseball bats (Louisville Sluggers) from Kentucky. The bats were rejects 
being shipped to England to be used for handles. 


Detroit - Canned cherries, about 27 tons of them, were shipped in August. The 
1,300 cartons came from Traverse City in the famed western Michigan fruit belt and 
had Rotterdam as a destination. 


Toledo - Rolled steel totaling 369,000 pounds from Middletown, Ohio (Armco) was 
shipped to Malmo, Sweden. Toledo's 1957 total overseas trade through July (14,693 
tons) was more than. two-thirds above the 1956 figure (8,786 tons). 


Iron ore - Natural ore recently has been transported in self-unloading bulk 
carriers and the experiments were declared successful, Bradley Transportation and 
the Pioneer Steamship companies have made trips with various types of ore to study 
the way the ship's conveyor belts handle them. Ore pellets from taconite are 
carried by self-unloaders, but iron ore was considered to be too heavy for the con- 
veyor belt system. 


Petroleum - Lake transport of crude petroleum will be affected by a 156-mile 20- 
inch pipe line just completed between Sarnia and suburban Toronto. This provides a 
direct pipe line connection with the Alberta oil fields and will reduce the tanker 
receipts of crude oil at the Port Credit and Clarkson, Ontario refineries. 


SEAWAY TOLLS ARE SUBJECT OF HEARINGS 


First of a series of public conferences on Seaway tolls were held by the St. 
Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation in Washington and Chicago on September 9 and 
11, The Canadian Seaway Authority subsequently held a similar conference in Ottawa 
on September 19. Purpose of these initial conferences was to obtain views concern- 
ing rules for measurement of vessels and the general nature of adequate and effective 
methods of assessing and collecting tolls. Specific toll rates and levels are yet 
to be announced and will be the subject of hearings early in 1958. 


Much interest was show in the method under consideration by the U, S, and Cana- 
dian Tolls Committee for assessing tolls. This would include a minor charge based 
on the registered tonnage -- which is a measure of a ship's internal capacity -- and 
would be applied to all vessels loaded or light; the principal charge would be based 
upon the actual cargo carried, with lower rates for bulk commodities. Other points 
on which ship owners and ship operators -- for both general and bulk cargo -- port 
officials, shippers and others presented testimony pertained to the basis for charg- 
ing tolls on vessels in ballast, rules for the measurement of vessels, the distinct- 
ion between bulk and general cargo, evidence of cargo actually carried, tolls for 
partial transit of the Seaway and method for payment of tolls. 


The Users Committee on St. Lawrence Seaway Tolls, representing U. S. shippers 
of bulk cargo, submitted seven recommendations. These were: (1) that a single toll 
be charged by the two countries for transiting the Seaway; (2) that bulk cargo tolls 
be assessed on a weight, long-ton cargo basis; (3) that general cargo tolls be 
assessed on the ships’ net registered tonnage, measured on a uniform basis for ships 
of all nationalities, limited proportionately, as necessary, to a 25% foot draft; 
(4) that ships in ballast pay a minimum toll based on net registered tonnage meas- 
ured to 254 feet of effective draft of the Seaway. For ships carrying only bulk 
cargo, this ballast should be the minimum rate, even if partially loaded, up to the 
point where the toll on a weight-ton basis exceeds the ballast rate, in which case 
only the weight-ton toll should be charged; (5) that pleasure craft under 65 feet 
in length pay a flat charge for each lockage; (6) that all government vessels, except 


- continued next page - 


working craft engaged in operations, maintenance, and repair of the Seaway, pay reg- 
ular tolls on a net registered ton basis; and (7) that the toll for a partial transit 
of the Seaway be 20 per cent of the full charge for each lock transited. 


Considerations on which the Users Committee based its recommendations were 
given as: delays in transiting the Seaway should be held to an absolute minimum; it 
is necessary, particularly for the bulk cargo shippers, that the cost of transport- 
ing a given product through the Seaway must be well known and readily calculable; 
the maximum number of ships should be attracted to use the Seaway; transits in- 
ballast should be held to a minimum by encouraging general cargo ships to load to 
the fullest capacity; and two-way traffic in iron ore and grain should be fostered. 


The conferences also heard from eastern railroads and ports still fighting the 
Seaway. Although the conferences were not set up to consider toll levels, spokesmen 
for these interests used the conferences to press for high tolls. On the question 
of toll levels Lewis G. Castle, Administrator of the Corporation, in an opening state- 
ment reiterated the Corporation's view that tolls "will be reasonable and acceptable 
to the users" and that tolls will "encourage traffic and furnish sufficient revenue 
to recover the cost of the Seaway.'' The prospect of a point of future controversy 
appeared in the admission by eastern interests that a developmental period for Sea- 
way traffie will be necessary while at the same time contending that incentive tolls 
should not be permitted. 


Mr. Castle's statement. also took cognizance of fears expressed by some U, S. 
interests that Canadian commodities and shipping may receive undue preference in the 
use of the Seaway. "The Seaway," he emphasized, "will be operated with due consider- 
ation of the interests of shippers, ship owners and operators, and the Great Lakes- 
St. Lawrence basin of the United States and Canada extending all the way from Montre- 
al to the head of Lake Superior."' He also denounced efforts to obtain a government 
subsidy or a toll-free Seaway as not in conformity with the intent of Congress and 
contrary to the intentions and promises of the original sponsors of the Seaway. 


Copies of the transcript of the Washington and Chicago conferences will be 
available from the Corporation about November 1 for one dollar. Detailed summaries 
of the Washington and Chicago conferences appeared in the September 14 and Septem- 
ber 21 issues of Traffic World. 


LAKE SUPERIOR DISTRICT IRON ORE POSITION REMAINS HIGH IN 1956 


The iron ore production of three Upper Lakes states -- Minnesota, Michigan and 
Wisconsin -- represented 79.5% of the nation's output and one-fifth (20.1%) of the 
world's total in 1956. Minnesota alone accounted for about one-sixth of world pro- 
duction. The strategic position of the Great Lakes area with respect to iron ore re- 


sources is revealed in the statistics of a recent U, S, Bureau of Mines report (MMS 
No. 2665). 


From the 110 million long tons of crude ore mined in the Upper Lakes states 
came an ore production of 77.8 million tons. About two-thirds (49.4 million tons) 
was direct shipping ore and the remainder (28.4 million tons) was sinter and concen- 
trates. Ore shipments from the three Lakes states amounted to 76.7 million long 
tons and the American Iron Ore Association reports that 73.4 million tons or 95.7% 
of total was shipped over the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes shipments represented 
three-quarters of all U. S, ore shipments. The nation's iron ore imports in 1956 
totaled 30.4 million long tons with 45% coming from Canada. Of our 5.5 million tons 
of iron ore exports over four-fifths went to our northern neighbor. Some of the | 
1956 figures are shown below in long tons. 


Lake Superior District United States 
Crude ore mined 100 ,050, 219 146,097,575 
Iron ore production 77,817,113 97 , 848,936 
Shipments 76,661, 687 97,719,424 
Value $571,515,000* $757,030,818 


*In millions: Minnesota $461.9, Michigan $98.1, Wisconsin (est.) $11.5. 


NIAGARA POWER PROJECT PROGRESSES HALTINGLY 


The $600-million power project (H.R. 8643) to be located on the Niagara River 
was approved by the Senate on August 12 and the bill was signed by the President on 
August 21. This action was expected to open the way for the New York State Power 
Authority to complete by 1960 a power development which will be second oniy to Grand 
Coulee in the United States. Ground-breaking ceremonies set for September 12 were 
canceled, however, when officials of Niagara Falls and the towns of Lewiston and 
Niagara requested the Federal Power Commission to hold hearings on the power project. 
The local group opposes the use of open canals and covered conduits instead of tun- 
nels to carry the water from the upper Niagara River to a reservoir and to the power 
plant. The size of the proposed 2,400-acre reservoir also is questioned. State 
power officials believe that changes would add substantially to construction costs. 
A hearing on the controversy will begin in Washington on October 1. Meanwhile, on 
September 19 the F,P.C, issued the New York State Authority a 50-year license but 
reserved for future determination by the Commission the matters involved in the 
present controversy. The State of New York has granted a loan of $1,025,000 to the 


Authority to finance preliminary work on the Niagara project. Advances of $800,000 
were made previously. 


ICC EXAMINER RECOMMENDS EQUAL FREE TIME ALLOWANCES FOR GREAT LAKES PORTS 


An Interstate Commerce Commission examiner has recommended all Great Lakes 
ports be placed on an equal basis with Atlantic and Gulf ports in free time allow- 
ances for unloading export freight from rail cars. This recommendation was made to 
the ICC in mid-August in the Examiner's report in the Chicago Regional Port District 
Free Time Case. The case involved the complaint filed in 1956 by the Chicago Region- 
al Port District -- in which numerous Great Lakes interests joined -- against 
Service Order 914 limiting free time allowances at lake ports to two days. 


In making his recommendation the examiner emphasized a nwaber of factors justi- 
fying equal treatment of the Great Lakes ports. Export traffic, he asserted, re- 
quires more liberal free time allowance than does domestic traffic; inequality in 
free time at the lake ports has resulted in diversion of commerce to tidewater ports; 
use of the lake ports would ease the short supply in rail cars; shipping conditions 
at the lake ports which create need for additional free time are substantially the 
same as existing at the tidewater ports; and, finally, conditions peculiar to the 


Great Lakes-St. Lawrence group intensify the need for equal free time at the lake 
ports, 


Referring to the advantages of shipping exports via the Great Lakee-St. Law- 
rence waterway the examiner stated: "It was estimated that savings as great as 40 
per cent might be made through use of the Great Lakes ports should they become 
fully available. The Great Lakes ports, if they were not under the disability of 
the differential of free time would afford to the shippers a shorter inland haul and 
a savings in inland rates; a single-line haul as against a two-line haul; direct or 
personal supervision over handling of shipments at the port area as against the 
necessity of employing an agent at the distant tidewater ports; a material saving in 
time in transit, important because of interest savings and a quicker payment against 
letters of credit; and personal handling of documents as against the necessity of 
hiring an agent at the more distant points." 


Some of the Great Lakes ports actually have had equal free time since early in 
1957 when the ICC refused to suspend new tariffs proposed by the western railroads 
serving Lake Superior ports and the ports on the western bank of Lake Michigan. 
Under these tariffs the ports in this area enjoy the seven days free time also 
offered at the Atlantic and Gulf ports. If approved by the ICC, the examiner's re- 
commendation thus will merely formalize the existing equality at these ports. Addi- 
tionally, it would seem to provide the basis under which other ports on the Great 
Lakes, served by the eastern railroads, may obtain equality. 


CONGRESS APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR GREAT LAKES-ST. LAWRENCE BASIN PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS 


Public Law 167 of the 85th Congress provides $25,319,500 for public works pro- 
jects in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence basin and connecting waterways. The measure 
also appropriated $9,812,400 for operation and maintenance of basin projects and 
$125,000 to the St. Lawrence Joint Board of Engineers. An additional $541,400 was 
allotted by Congress for general investigations in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence basin. 


Total appropriations for projects in the basin came to $35,798,300 and ranked 
far below funds made available for projects in the major river basins. The Missouri 
River basin, which received the most, obtained more than $73 million; the Ohio River 
basin received nearly $69 million and the Mississippi River basin in excess of $44 
million. The funds appropriated for projects in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence. basin 
constituted only 5.6 per cent of the money made available to the Corps of Engineers 
for rivers and harbors, flood control and beach erosion work. Public Law 167 also 
provided reclamation and power projects, none of which are located in the Great 
Lakes region, with more than $215 million for public works. 


The general construction grant of $25,319,500 to the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
region included 17 projects: 


Deepening of connecting channels $13,000,000 
Cal-Sag channel modification 6,000 ,000 
Battle Creek, Michigan -- flood control 2,000 ,000 
Ashtabula, Ohio -- dredging 1,500,000 
St. Marys River, Michigan -- bridge reconstruction 500 ,000 
Saginaw River, Michigan -- dredging 475,000 
Oswego, New York -- breakwater construction 400 ,000 
Houghton-Hancock, Michigan -- bridge reconstruction 300,000 
Barcelona, New York -- small boat harbor 210,000 
Great Lakes-Hudson River Waterway -- deepening 190 ,000 
Manistique, Michigan -- dredging 150 ,000 
Wellsville, New York -- flood control 150,000 
Toledo, Ohio -- dike removal 146,000 
Whitefish Point, Michigan -- small boat harbor 130,000 
Harrisville, Michigan -- small boat harbor 100 ,000 
Cheboygan, Michigan -- dredging 50,000 
Grand Marais, Minnesota -- small boat harbor 18,500 


The $9,812,400 appropriated for operation and maintenance in the region includ- 
ed $7,547,500 for navigation, $167,400 for flood control, $2,060,000 for multiple 
purpose projects including power, and $37,500 for the Niagara remedial works. 


The $541,400 for general investigations included $250,000 for the Great Lakes 
harbors survey. Other navigation studies included breakwater modification in Duluth- 
Superior Harbor -- $30,000; breakwater modification in Conneaut Harbor -- $24,700; 
small boat harbors on the south shore of Lake Huron -- $13,500; small boat harbor 
improvements at Kenosha -- $10,000; improvements in the turning basin at Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin -- $9,200; preliminary study of small boat harbor at Wilmette, Illinois -- 
$5,000; and highway bridge problem at Manistee, Michigan -- $2,500. Allotments for 
flood-control studies totaled $196,600 and included the following projects: Maumee 
River in Indiana and Ohio -- $50,000; Grand River in Michigan -- $30,000; River 
Rouge in Michigan -- $25,000; Kawkawlin River in Michigan -- $20,000; Sturgeon River 
in Michigan -- $20,000; Cayuga Inlet at Ithaca, New York -- $19,500; Smokes Creek, 
Lackawana, New York -- $18,800; Sandusky River in Ohio -- $6,100; Au Gres River in 
Michigan -- $4,600; and Huron River in Michigan -- $2,600. An allotment of $4,000 
was made for a beach erosion cooperative study on the Lake Erie Shoreline from 
Marblehead, Ohio to the Ohio-Michigan state line. The funds for general investi- 
gations are subject to Federal budgetary controls and to modifications made neces- 
sary by prevailing situations. 


85TH CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION - BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO THE GREAT LAKES 
(Includes action taken from July 18 to end of session) 


NEW BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


FISHERY LOAN FUND - To amend the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 in order to increase 
the authorization for the fisheries loan fund. H. R, 9019 (Bates 8/1/57) and 
S. 2720 (Magnuson and Payne 8/6/57). ; 


INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION - To require that U. S, Commissioners be appointed by 
the President with the consent of the Senate. S$. 2602 (Neuberger 7/22/57). 


SEAWAY LOCKS - To designate the Grasse River lock on the St. Lawrence Seaway as the 
Wiley-Dondero lock. S. 2624 (Potter 7/24/57). 


WATER POLLUTION - To amend the definition "interstate waters" in the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to include the Great Lakes, connecting waterways and St. Law- 
rence River. H. R, 8932 (Pillion 7/29/57). 


WATERWAY SURVEY - To authorize a survey of a water route from Albany, N. Y. into 
Lake Champlain with ultimate connection with the St. Lawrence River. S. 2676 (Atkin 
8/1/57) and H, J, Res. 432 (Prouty 8/1/57). 


ACTION ON LEGISLATION 
CANADIAN VESSELS IN U, S, TRADE, H. R, 5548 - Hearings in House on August 1. 
FISHERY LOAN FUND, S. 2720 - Passed Senate with amendment on August 20. 


NIAGARA POWER, H. R. 8643 - Became Public Law 85-159 on August 21. (Passed after 
S. 2406 was tabled.) 


PUBLIC WORKS APPROPRIATIONS, H. R. 8090 - Became Public Law 85-167 on August 26. 
RIVERS AND HARBORS, S. 497 - Reported with amendments, H, Report 1122 on August 13. 


SEAWAY CELEBRATION, H. R. 8705 - Became Public Law 85-212 on August 28. H. J. Res. 
408 - Became Public Law 85-228 on August 30. 


VESSEL CONSTRUCTION, S. 534 - Became Public Law 85-191 on August 28. (Passed after 
H, R, 2397 was tabled.) 


VESSEL REPLACEMENT, H. R. 3210 - Passed House without amendment on August 19. 
WATERWAY SURVEY, S. 2676 - Passed Senate without amendment on August 23. 


INTEREST IN GREAT LAKES SUBMERGED LANDS INCREASES 


In Pennsylvania, Michigan and Ontario there has been recent action relating to 
lands beneath the surface of the Great Lakes. Pennsylvania, through its Department 
of Forests and Waters, has called for bids on leasing two sections of Lake Erie for 
offshore oil and gas drilling. Authorization for this activity was granted by the 
1957 General Assembly. The present plan is to lease one section of 19,300 acres and 
another totaling 16,500 acres on a yearly basis. Royalties will be paid the state 
on each cubic foot of gas and barrel of oil taken. Large areas were decided upon 
for the initial plots in order to permit adequate room to prospect in the untested 
territory. Regulations forbid drilling within a half mile of the shoreline. 


Ontario's Lake Erie territory of current interest is the section north of 
Pennsylvania and New York. Lying east of Long Point, the territory is adjacent to 
producing fields on the mainland. It is planned to start active drilling this fall. 
In the producing gas field in western Lake Erie one company plans to drill 7 1/4 
miles offshore. The farthest distance to date has been 4 1/2 miles. 


In Michigan the next session of the Legislature will receive pr 
the sale of state-owned submerged lands to private developers. the gg oar 
by the Department of Conservation and Attorney General's office, would enable the 
state to collect rent from owners of private harbors and clear titles to illegally 
filled-in land. This would augment a 1955 act which allows trespassers on filled-in 


lake land to clear their titles by paying 30% of the current value of the land. 


FOR THE RECORD...statistical profile of 


the Great Lakes 


July August Jan.- Aug. Jan.-Aug. 
1957 1957 1957 1956 
SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 
Total traffic 17,745,983 16,665,335 73,696,701 60 ,498, 213 
Eastbound 16,244,370 14,670,027 65,104,149 51,599,483 
Westbound 1,501,613 1,995,308 8,592,552 8,898,730 
COMMERCE (net tons) 
Iron Ore (Upper Lakes) 15,917,237 14,753,039 64,619,323 46,903,204 
Bituminous Coal 
Lake Erie 4,832,613 6,108,659 30,301,222 28,920,904 
Lake Michigan 762,495 917,222 4,209,950 3,858,495 
Lake Ontario 538,590 570,074 2,821,610 2,268, 300 
Anthracite 69,138 114,170 363,870 309 , 302 
Grain 1,261,162 1,065,654 6,255,150 8,833,973 
August August Average August 1957 b 
LAKE LEVELS # 1957 1956 August from L.W.D. 
Superior 602.39 602.39 602.64 +0.79 
Michigan & Huron 579.73 580.50 581.07 +1.23 
St. Clair 575.54 576.16 575.46 +2.04 
Erie 572.83 573.40 572.80 +2.33 
Ontario 246.08 247 .00 246.49 +2.08 


8in ft. above mean 


blow Water Datum is the plane to whihc Lake Survey 
tide at N.Y., 1935 


chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 


Monthly Mean 
June 1957 July 1957 
10,900 c.f.s. 2,800 c.f.s. 
3,400 c.f.s. 4,000 c.f.s. 


Sources: U.S, Corps of Engineers, Detroit District and U. S. Lake Survey; Lake 


Carriers' Assn.; American Iron Ore Assn., Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water 
Transfer Corp. 


WATER DIVERSION 
Into L. Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 
From L. Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE STUDYING IMPACT OF THE SEAWAY ON GRAIN MOVEMENTS 


The Marketing Research Division of the U. S,. Department of Agriculture currently 
is engaged in a study of the Seaway's impact on transportation of U. S, grain. Ob- 
jectives of the study are to determine the present origin and destination of export 
wheat movements; utilizing comparative transportation charges and costs of shipping 
grain from selected production origin areas via the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence route 
and via existing export channels, to determine the amount of export wheat likely to 
use the Seaway route; and to analyze the effects of the reoriented wheat export move- 
ment on marketing facilities and practices. Movements of grain to the Atlantic 
coast states also will be investigated. 


The first report of the Federal agency was an analysis of the short-run poten- 
tials of the Seaway in the movement of agricultural commodities. This was released 
early in August (see Current References in this issue). While the study concludes 
direct overseas shipments from the Great Lakes will increase, it rules out immediate 
and material changes in existing transportation channels for agricultural products. 
It foresees improvements in the Seaway route which will increase its potential in 
grain shipments. Until such improvements are made, however, the study asserts the 
cost of operating larger ships, limitations of the Welland Canal, seasonal limita- 
tions and Canadian grain shipments will restrict the amount of U. S. grain moving 
over the Seaway. The study was prepared by Sargent Russell, Assistant Professor of 


Agricultural Economics, University of Massachusetts, while temporarily employed by 
the Department of Agriculture. 
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1957 OVERSEAS COMMERCE UP SHARPLY AT TWO LAKE PORTS 


Toledo and Toronto are showing marked gains over last year in their overseas 
imports and exports. This is revealed in the monthly tonnage reports for the April- 
October period in 1956 and 1957. Toledo's direct overseas commerce for the seven- 
month period was 26,775 short tons or 60.5 per cent above last year's figure of 
16,677 tons. Total shipments during the 1956 navigation season were 17,096 tons. 
Imports through October totaled 12,719 tons and were 160 per cent above the 1956 
figure. This volume was well-balanced with exports of 14,056 tons, a gain of 19 per 
cent over last year's tonnage. 


The Toronto Harbour Commissioners report direct overseas commerce for April- 
October 1957 totaled 171,153 tons. This was a 28 per cent increase over last year's 
133,633 tons. Direct imports for April through October were 101,028 tons, a gain of 
16.5 per cent over 1956, and exports totaled 70,125 tons or 49.5 per cent above 1956. 


SURVEYS OF INDUSTRY AND THE SEAWAY UNDERWAY 


Companies in the Chicago area and in Wisconsin are being surveyed to find to 
what extent industry expects to utilize the St. Lawrence Seaway. A Chicago Associ- 
ation of Commerce and Industry survey will include about 4,000 firms and will request 
information on commodities presently exported, the percentage now exported through 
Chicago and other ports and the percentage that will go through Chicago in the 
future. The findings are expected to be available in January. A similar survey is 
being made by the School of Commerce at the University of Wisconsin. Questionnaires 
being sent to industries throughout the state will provide information on develop- 
ments industry expects to result from the Seaway. 


CHEMICAL LAMPREY KILLER FOUND "VERY SUCCESSFUL" 


Highly favorable results are reported by the Great Lakes Fishery Commission and 
the U., S, Fish and Wildlife Service on the first stream trial of Dowlap, a new chemi- 
cal lamprey poison. Introducing the new poison into a two-mile section of a stream 
near Cheboygan, Michigan with a mechanical feeder, officials administering the test 
achieved a 96.6 per cent kill of caged lamprey specimens. Effects of Dowlap on 
trout and other game fish and on animals was found negligible. Estimates of the 
total kill of lamprey in the stream were in the magnitude of tens of thousands. 

Young adult lampreys about to enter the parasite stage after four or five years as 
larvae in the stream bed were found especially susceptible to the poison. Further 
stream tests of Dowlap and other promising larvicides are scheduled. 
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LAKE PORTS OF CALL 


Buffalo Considers Acquisition of Waterfront Facility and Creates Committee on 
Package Freight Trade - The Niagara Frontier Port Authority has under consideration 


the purchase of warehouse and dock facilities for use in handling overseas general 
cargo. Located in the central portion along Buffalo's outer harbor, the warehouse 
has storage space of more than a quarter million square feet. The authority early 
in November appointed a committee to study possible revival of package freight trade 
on the lakes. The committee will work closely with the Duluth committee investigat- 
ing the package freight trade dormant since 1942. 


Cleveland Plans New Lakefront Dock - Engineers have been engaged to make a survey 
for new docking facilities for ocean-going vessels along Cleveland's downtown lake- 
front. The plan calls for obtaining 15 acres of new land by filling in an area 
along the lakefront about 1,000 feet long and extending out 600 feet from the pre- 
sent shoreline. The site extends east from the new W. 3rd Street docks and is oppo- 
site the Cleveland Stadium. This is an alternate plan to an earlier proposal for a 
pier at W. 6th Street. Development at that location would have required a large 
expenditure by the city for relocation of rail lines and other facilities. 


Detroit's Port Bond Issue Loses by Narrow Margin - In the November 5 balloting the 
$9.5 million bond issue for a new ocean terminal in Detroit was favored by a 58.8 
per cent majority, but this was 1.2 per cent short of the figure necessary for 
approval. An accompanying proposal calling for a millage increase to support the 
bond issue also was defeated. The earliest date for resubmitting the questions to 
Wayne County voters its August 1958. 


Erie Contract for Port Engineering Work Signed - A $100,000 contract with a New York 
engineering firm for modernization of Erie's harbor was signed by Governor George M. 


Leader on October 21. The contract required the Governor's signature since the en- 
gineering costs will be paid from the state appropriation of $1,750,000 for Erie's 
port development. Included in the contract is subsurface exploration, preparation 


of construction contracts and supervision of construction. Actual construction is 
scheduled to start next July. 


The Erie Port Commission has recommended the creation of the post of port dir- 
ector and is presently seeking a qualified person for the position. 


Toledo Port Plan Adopted - An official master plan outlining the basic policy for 
future port development has been accepted by the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority. 
The Authority also has taken a third option on waterfront property. This is a 17- 
acre site located about 5 miles above the mouth of the Maumee River. The land, now 
owned by the New York Central and Wabash railroads, is being considered for a marine 
grain terminal, 


NIAGARA REMEDIAL WORKS COMPLETED 


A $13 million program to aid in controlling the flow of the Niagara River was 
dedicated on September 28. A major part of the project is a control structure ex- 
tending 1,550 feet from the Canadian shore about a mile above Niagara Falls. Thir- 
teen sluices or openings, each with a control gate, are included in the structure. 
The project, which was constructed under the direction of the International Joint 
Commission, has two aims: (1) to control the flow of water over the Horseshoe Falls, 
thus assuring its beauty will remain unchanged; and (2) by controlling the flow to 
provide desired water levels in the Chippewa-Grass Island Pool area, the site of in- 
take works for U. S, and Canadian hydroelectric plants. The remedial works program 
also included excavation of channels on each flank of Horseshoe Falls in order to 
alter the crest and thus provide an even flow over the falls. Cost of the project 
is shared equally by the U.S. and Canada. 


SEAWAY NEWS 


First Ship Enters Iroquois Lock - The most westerly of the seven new Seaway locks, 
the Iroquois lock, is first of the major structures to be placed in use. Completed 
in early October, the first vessel entered the lock on November 22. General use of 
the facility will begin next April since some dredging of the approaches is still 
needed to accommodate deep-draft ships. 


The Grasse River and Eisenhower locks in the U, S. section of the Seaway were 
each reported over 80 per cent completed in early November. This segment of the 
waterway will open for shallow-draft vessels next year. Seaway officials have 
agreed not to charge tolls until the project is completed. 


Canada's Department of Transport has announced the canals in the St. Lawrence 


system will close this season on December 7. Closing date for the Welland Canal is 
December 15. 


Holland-American Trade - A Dutch official reports the Netherlands presently sells 
about $20 million worth of goods a year to the Midwest. About $8 million of this 
total is shipped directly to Great Lakes ports. 


Navy Studies Seaway Use - The military potential of the St. Lawrence Seaway is 
viewed brightly by the U. S. Navy's logistics division. Its personnel report only 
the largest of naval vessels appear to be ruled out of possible construction in 
Great Lakes shipyards. Even heavy cruisers, which are 717 feet long, 77 feet in 
beam and have a 26-foot draft, could be accommodated by careful handling. 


"Little Seaway" Proposed - Localities along the Ottawa River are seeking government 
support for a seaway "subsidiary" which would extend from the St. Lawrence to Ottawa 
and Hull. Supporters point out most of the 100-mile route is at least 30 feet deep 


and deepening would be required only in a section near the St. Lawrence and in the 
Angers-Hull area, 


BISTATE PORT ORGANIZATION CONSIDERED BY ILLINOIS AND INDIANA GROUPS 


An Illinois commission and Indiana committee authorized by the legislatures of 
the two states met in Chicago on November 14 for informal talks on the subject of a 
bistate agency for southern Lake Michigan port development. Along with agreement on 
the importance of a united attack on common problems, the need was indicated for 
study of the practical and political feasibility of a joint Illinois-Indiana author- 
ity. Chairman of the state groups are State Representative Albert W. Hachmeister of 
Illinois and Capt. 0. F, Heslar, Chairman of the Indiana Board of Public Harbors and 
Terminals. The next joint meeting of the groups is planned for early December and 
will be a tour of Milwaukee's port. Future meetings will include speakers represent- 
ing railroads, shippers, investment firms and other groups interested in port activi- 
ties. 


GREAT LAKES PRECIPITATION ABOVE AVERAGE FOR FIRST NINE MONTHS 


Precipitation in the Great Lakes basin for the first nine months of 1957 is 
about } inch above the 1900-56 average. Lakes Superior, Michigan and Ontario, how- 
ever, are below the long-range average this year. This also was true for lakes 
Superior and Michigan during the same period in 1956. Information obtained from the 
U. S. Lake Survey provides the basis for the January-September precipitation table 
shown below (figures are in inches). 


Great Lakes 
Superior Michigan Huron Erie Ontario Basin 
1957 22.19 23.33 25.01 29.11 24.76 24.35 
1956 20.44 22.86 23.55 30.74 28.56 24.46 


1900-1956 22.53 24.24 22.98 26.17 25.80 23.88 
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GREAT LAKES COMMISSION HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Great Lakes Commission was held in Chicago on Novem- 
ber 12-13. The program included open sessions on the first day on major develop- 
ments and problems on the Great Lakes and the Commission's business meeting on the 
second day. Reports on some of the important action follow: 


Commission Acts on Import-Export Rates at Great Lakes Ports - The Commission 
created a committee to study means for obtaining import-export rates at the lake 
ports. Among matters under consideration by the committee is a proposal that the 
Commission recommend to the Governors of the Great Lakes states that they use the 
influence of their offices on behalf of special import-export rates on rail and 
truck traffic moving through the lake ports. 


Commission To Publish Study on Great Lakes-Overseas Commerce - The Commission 
finalized arrangements to publish a staff report on the direct overseas commerce of 
the Great Lakes ports. The report, to be published early in 1958, brings together 
facts, including new data, on that commerce and is designed to assist local port 
authorities, chambers of commerce and others working to further develop the overseas 
commerce of the lake ports. 


Commission Acts on Free Time Issue - The Commission reiterated its interest in 
the proceedings before the Interstate Commerce Commission on free time at the lake 
ports. Pursuant to this action the Commission has joined with other parties in the 
proceedings in replying to the exceptions of the eastern railroads to the proposed 
favorable report of the ICC examiner (see September News Letter). 


Commission To Study Diversion into the Great Lakes - Accepting the recommenda- 
tions of its committee on lake levels, the Commission directed the committee to 
obtain further information on a new proposal to increase diversion into Lake Super- 
ior from the Hudson Bay watershed and to determine sentiments in Illinois on a sug- 
gestion that Illinois participate financially in the construction of the works nec- 
essary for such additional diversion. 


Commission Elects New Officers - Stewart G. Honeck, Wisconsin attorney general, 
was elected chairman of the Commission and Thomas P. Welch, state senator in Minne- 
sota, was designated vice chairman. 


Commission To Publish Papers on Great Lakes Developments and Problems - Papers 
on major developments and problems on the Great Lakes presented to the Commission on 


the first day of the meeting will be published in December. Contents of the publi- 
cation will include papers on the following subjects: 


~- Seaway Construction, Commerce and Tolls 

- Deep-Draft Navigation Improvements on the Great Lakes 

- Commerce of the Great Lakes Ports 

- Import-Export Rates at the Great Lakes Ports 

- Reduction of Pollution on the Great Lakes Boundary Waters 
- Recreational Boating and Facilities on the Great Lakes 


- Progress and Findings of the Great Lakes Shoreline Recreational Survey 
- Water Levels of the Great Lakes 


- Lamprey Control and Research on the Great Lakes Fisheries 
Copies of the publication will be available from the Commission. 


ATTORNEYS GENERAL SEEK TO REOPEN CHICAGO DIVERSION CASE 


Attorneys general in six states -- Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania and Wisconsin -- have prepared a petition which requests the U. S, Supreme 
Court to reopen the 1930 case regulating diversion of water from Lake Michigan. The 
petition now is under review by the Governors and other top officials in these 


states prior to transmittal to the Supreme Court, reportedly scheduled for mid-Decem- 
ber. 


Proposed by Thomas M. Kavanagh, Michigan attorney general, and approved by the 
other states, the petition would request the Supreme Court, through an appointed 
master, to study the operations of the Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater 
Chicago. The master would be requested to determine whether the Sanitary District 
should not be required to abandon the Chicago Sanitary Canal for disposal of the 
effluent of its sewage treatment works. He also would be asked to determine whether 


the District should not be required to return Chicago's domestic pumpage to Lake 
Michigan. 


Domestic pumpage by Chicago now is estimated at 1,700 to 1,800 c.f.s. The 
petition of the attorneys general thus would seek the return of this water, after 
treatment, to the Great Lakes watershed The additional 1,500 c.f.s. being diverted 
under the Court's decree of 1930, the attorneys general contend, is sufficient to 
meet navigation needs on the Illinois Waterway and would not be affected by their 
petition. The petition, however, would contend Chicago should be required to follow 
the practice of other major lake cities which utilize the water of the lakes both 
for domestic supplies and for disposal of wastes. 


MEETING HELD ON NEW FREE TIME DEVELOPMENTS 


Organizations interested in the current proceedings before the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission on free time for export shipments at lake ports met November 4 in 
Chicago to review recent opposition to the ICC examiner's report recommending equal 
treatment of the lake ports. Exceptions to the examiner's report were filed in 
October by the eastern railroads and the North Atlantic Ports Conference. Repre- 
sentatives at the meeting expressed confidence the ICC will recognize the right of 
the region to adequate and equal free time. The meeting agreed to prepare replies 
to the eastern exceptions and information available indicates many of the parties 
present did so prior to the deadline of November 18 for such action. 


LAKE SUPERIOR AREA DEVELOPS NEW IRON ORE RESOURCES 


New developments in the concentration of Upper Lakes low grade iron ore have 
taken place in several areas recently. In Minnesota the Erie Mining Company began 
shipping taconite pellets produced at its Aurora pilot plant from its new port at 
Taconite Harbor on September 26. At about the same time the first of 24 furnaces at 
the company's Hoyt Lakes taconite plant began producing pellets. First shipment of 
the output of this plant is scheduled next spring. 


The M, A, Hanna Company is constructing a processing plant for low grade iron 
ore in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, north of Iron Mountain. The plant, designed to 
produce about 700,000 tons of ore concentrate per year, is scheduled for completion 
in the spring of 1959, The company established a pilot plant in the area in 1951. 


Ontario's Albany River area is the site of extensive drilling and testing of 
low grade magnetite ore by the Anaconda Co. (Canada) Ltd. Production of up to 2 
million tons of concentrate a year reportedly is planned in the 25-mile strip pur- 
chased by the company. When pelletized or sintered the ore can be processed into a 
concentrate containing 64-68 per cent iron. A 40-mile rail line is proposed to 
connect the mining site with the Canadian National at Nakina. This would permit a 
190-mile rail shipment to Nipigon, Ontario for transfer to lake carriers. 


SEAWAY OFFICIALS DISCUSS TOLLS 


Officials of the Seaway Development Corporation recently have predicted Seaway 
tolls -- to be announced in January or February -- will be close to rates suggested 
by Seaway advocates in 1953. This is interpreted as indicating tolls of about 50 
cents per short ton for bulk commodities and $1.25 per ton for general cargo. 


Speaking to the annual meeting of the Great Lakes Commission, E. Reece Harrill, 
chairman of the U. S. Tolls Committee, stressed that tolls are not so much an econo- 
mic question as a problem of psychology. He also forecast traffic would exceed the 
1953 estimate of 45.7 million tons. He asserted the workable capacity of the Seaway 
can be increased to a range of from 50 to 56 million tons within 10 years and that 
the corporation's studies indicate potential traffic can reach that volume. On that 
basis, said Mr. Harrill, the corporation is confident it can repay the costs of the 
Seaway -- which he stated may be considerably less than the frequently quoted annual 
estimate of $28 million. 


In other developments Canadian officials have announced the Canadian Government 
regards tolls as mandatory and the White House has indicated it plans no immediate 
action on the proposal to shift the U. S, corporation to the Department of Commerce. 
The Canadian announcement on tolls was made by the federal minister of transport in 
the House of Commons. The White House declaration on the proposed shift came in 
replies to Congressional protests against the shift. 


NEW OFFSHORE EXPLORATION IN EASTERN LAKE ERIE 


Recent developments in Pennsylvania and Ontario will aid in the search for oil 
and gas in their Lake Erie waters. The Pennsylvania Department of Forests and Waters 
' has awarded the high bidder rights on two tracts in Lake Erie, one near the Ohio 
boundary and the other near the New York border. To retain rights drilling must be 
underway within 18 months. No additional tracts will be opened until the results of 
drilling in the first two tracts is known but state agencies indicate prospects for 
the discovery of oil or gas are good. 


Canadian offshore well-drilling activity in Lake Erie has been extended to the 
vicinity of the Niagara River where a new type of drilling rig is being used. Float- 
ed to the site of the drilling as a barge, the rig is converted into a drilling plat- 
form by lowering three hydraulic legs until the platform is about 10 feet above the 
water, The facility includes living quarters and is designed to operate in water up 
to 35 feet in depth. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON GREAT LAKES HYDROBIOLOGY PUBLISHED BY COMMISSION 


A bibliography entitled "Great Lakes Fauna, Flora and their Environment" was 
published recently by the Great Lakes Commission. The author, Dr. John Van Oosten, 
is Fishery Research Biologist with the U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service. This 86- 
page work of more than 3,000 entries is subdivided into the following major topics: 
fish, vertebrates other than fishes, invertebrates, plants, limnology, and geology 
(largely glacial). Copies of the bibliography are available from the Commission. 


INCREASE IN LAMPREY TOLL IN LAKE SUPERIOR CITED 


Further evidence of the damage inflicted by the lamprey on Lake Superior trout 
is indicated in the reports of state conservation agencies in Michigan and Wisconsin 
on collection of spawn for state fish hatcheries, Michigan officials reported fish- 
ermen this year collected only two quarts of lake trout eggs in Lake Superior for 
processing at the Marquette hatchery. Collections in other years have totaled hun- 
dreds of quarts. Wisconsin officials reported lamprey scars on 80 per cent of the 
trout handled this year in spawn-taking operations in the Apostle Islands area. Con- 


trasting percentages in earlier years were 9 in 1953, 16 in 1954, 36 in 1955 and 57 
in 1956. 


FOR THE RECORD...statistical profile of the Great Lakes 


4In feet above mean 
tide at N. Y., 1935 


WATER DIVERSION 


September October 
1957 1957 
SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 
Total traffic 15,335,101 14,350, 696 
Eastbound 13,528,229 12,708,621 
Westbound 1,806,872 1,642,075 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 
Iron Ore (Upper Lakes) 13,247,200 12,325,933 
Bituminous Coal 
Lake Erie 5,726,946 5,396,865 
Lake Michigan 871,476 675,894 
Lake Ontario 499,756 284, 342 
Anthracite 43,038 34,920 
Grain 1,048, 699 1,267,551 
October October 
LAKE LEVELS* 1957 1956 
Superior 602.25 602.18 
Michigan & Huron 579.27 579.95 
St. Clair 574.96 575.49 
Erie 572.04 572.56 
Ontario 245.19 246.22 


Into L. Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 
From L. Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,400 c.f.s. 


Sources: U. S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit District and U. S. Lake Survey; Lake 
Carriers' Assn.; American Iron Ore Assn., Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water 


Transfer Corp. 


NEW POSITIONS AND CHANGES IN KEY OFFICES 


Jan.-Oct. Jan.-Oct. 
1957 1956 
103,382,498 93,339,393 
91,340,999 80,532,242 
12,041,499 12,807,151 
90,192,456 75,321,607 
41,425,033 40,438, 836 
5,757,320 5,562,126 
3,605,708 3,315,023 
441,828 522,166 
8,571,400 11,291,655 
Average October 1957 
October from L.W.D. 
602.61 +0.65 
580.66 +0.77 
574.96 +1.46 
572.19 +1.54 
245.72 +1.19 


Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 


Monthly Mean 
August 1957 September 1957 
6,900 c.f.s. 4,400 c.f.s. 
n.a. 


Donald L. McKernan, director of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, U. S. Department 
of the Interior, has been appointed to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission by Presi- 


dent Eisenhower. 
Col. Edmund H. 


Lang has been appointed District Engineer of the U. S, Lake Survey to 


succeed Col. Edward J. Gallagher who has been assigned to Fort Leonard Wood. 


Joseph C. Martin, administrator of the Erie Port Commission, was elected president 
of the Council of Lake Erie Ports and succeeds Ned V. Collander, city manager of 


Ashtabula, Ohio. 


Robert F. Matthes has been appointed port development specialist in Wisconsin's 
Division of Industrial Development. Mr. Matthes was formerly with the Port of New 


York Authority. 


Louis J. Rumaggi, Division Engineer of the U. S. Corps of Engineers, North Central 


Division has been promoted from brigadier general to major general. 
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1957 OVERSEAS TRADE REPORTED BY GREAT LAKES PORTS 


Listed below are preliminary tonnage statistics on the 1957 overseas traffic 
at eleven Great Lakes ports. For comparative purposes officially reported tonnages 
moving in overseas commerce during 1956 also are shown. 


Total Imports Exports 

Port 1957 1956 1957 1956 1957 1956 
Cleveland 76,168 57,488 45,924 17,977 30,244 39,511 
Detroit 70,879 90,348 39,267 57,616 31,612 32,732 
Duluth-Superior 2,655 7,407 2,655 6,420 --- 987 
Green Bay 53,990 29,188 12,037. 18,134 41,953 11,054 
Lake Calumet (Chicago)* 112,000 85,642 45,980 n.a,. 39,662 
Menominee --- 1,388 --- 1,388 --- --- 
Milwaukee 65,000 83,939 n.a. 34,671 nea. 49,268 
Muskegon 17,382 15,048 7,476 6,244 9,906 8,804 
South Haven 10,435 13,754 10,435 13,754 --- --- 
Toledo 32,109 17,096 15, 208 4,894 16,901 12,202 
Toronto 200,395 158,073 114,568 102,629 85,827 55,444 

n.a, -- not available *Includes only Chicago Regional Port District Terminal 


Analysis of the figures would appear to reveal no clear trend. Of the eleven 
ports for which 1957 totals are available, six show an increase over 1956, five a 
decrease. 


COUNCIL OF LAKE ERIE PORTS TO MEET IN WASHINGTON 


The Council of Lake Erie Ports will meet in Washington, D. C. on February 18 
with congressional representatives from Ohio, Michigan, New York and Pennsylvania. 
The purpose of the meeting will be to acquaint representatives in Congress with the 
Council and its position on such matters as deepening of harbor channels, Seaway 
tolls and cargo rates for carriers serving lake ports. Meetings of this nature 
have been held in Washington by Atlantic and Gulf port organizations for several 
years, 
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ERIE PORT COMMISSION ACQUIRES FACILITIES 


The Erie Port Commission early in January acquired title to lakefront facili- 
ties formerly owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad (see July 1957 News Letter). The 
transaction involved purchase of warehouse and pier property and about 13 acres of 
surrounding land and water rights. Plans to modernize the facilities have been 
endorsed by the port commission and are awaiting approval by the city council and 
state department of forests and waters. Port officials also are seeking modifi- 


cation of the authorized federal improvement program to obtain 27 foot channels in 
the harbor. 


OSWEGO CORPORATION ORGANIZED TO DEVELOP FACILITIES FOR SEAWAY TRADE 


Plans for construction of general cargo facilities at the western end of the 
Oswego, N. Y. harbor were announced recently by the newly formed Oswego Dock & 
Terminal Company. Project plans include a 600-foot dock and construction of a 440- 
foot terminal shed. Present buildings on the property are under option to be used 
for storage. Cost of the project is estimated at $1 million for construction and 
$500,000 for property, equipment, operations, promotion and reserve. Development 
would be financed by a loan of $750,000 from the U, S. Treasury for construction and 
a capitalization fund of an equal amount. 


WINDSOR, ONTARIO ESTABLISHES HARBOUR COMMISSION 


Control of harbor activities in Windsor came under direction of the newly-es- 
tablished Windsor Harbour Commission in December 1957. The three-member commission 
includes two appointed by the Minister of Transport and one named by the Windsor 
city council. All of the members live in the Windsor area. The commission assumes 
supervision over all government harbor properties and port duties previously 
carried out by a Department of Transport harbormaster. 


CHICAGO PLANS PORT EXPANSION ON TWO FRONTS 


Additional port facilities for Chicago's Navy Pier and in the Lake Calumet 
area were announced in mid-December. Both projects are to get under way by this 
summer, The Navy Pier improvement is to include construction of two berths for 
overseas vessels on the south side of the pier. This is the first phase of a 
program recommended in an engineering report made for the city in 1957 (see Sept. 
1957 News Letter). The estimated cost of $4 million for the initial work will be 
financed from a bond issue approved by the voters last June, 


In the Lake Calumet area a $20 million freight distribution center is planned 
for development over a 5-year period. The project site is adjacent to the harbor 
facilities of the Chicago Regional Port District. A private corporation, South- 
east.Terminal, Inc., will begin construction early this year on the 200 acres 
leased from the Port District for 75 years. The first phase of the program will 
cost $5 million and will utilize 52 acres of land reclaimed from Lake Calumet, 

This portion of the project will include nine motor freight terminals, a large 
restaurant, a currency exchange and other commercial facilities. Later construc- 
tion will involve new vessel slips, grain elevators and a variety of other facilities. 


SUPREME COURT AWAITS REPLY OF DIVERSION PROPOSAL 


The U, S, Supreme Court on January 6 gave Chicago and Illinois 45 days to 
reply to the petition of six lake states seeking to compel Chicago to return to 
Lake Michigan, after treatment, the water used for domestic and industrial purposes 
(see Nov. News Letter). Meanwhile, press reports from the Chicago area suggest the 
reply is likely to emphasize the injury to Lake Michigan and the Chicago and Calu- 
met rivers which it is claimed would result from such a change and the cost which 
some estimates place in excess of $25-30 million. Some "reservations" about the 
proposal also are reported in Milwaukee. 


BUFFALO PORT GROUP ACTIVE ON SEVERAL FRONTS 


Official title to the Buffalo airport, small boat harbor and municipal piers 
was transferred from the city to the Niagara Frontier Port Authority on December 
27. The Authority recently also became the representative of New York State on 
the international Peace Bridge Authority and as such will receive one-half of the 
revenue from bridge tolls. Shortly to be determined are the terms under which the 
Authority can acquire the abandoned State Barge Canal Terminal. 


In other developments the Authority is seeking Congressional appropriations 
for a new north entrance channel in the harbor and the acquisition of land for 
future industrial expansion. Studies underway include the possibility of reviving 
package freight trade on the Great Lakes and review of the 1955 master plan for 
Buffalo harbor, 


PORT OF DETROIT COMMISSION STUDIES PURCHASE OF DETROIT-WINDSOR TUNNEL 


With a view to possible purchase as a source of revenue for port development, 
the Port of Detroit Commission is studying the financial status of the automobile 
tunnel under the Detroit River. Reports indicate a possible purchase price of 
approximately $18 million and a favorable reaction to the proposal by Detroit and 
Wayne County officials. Preliminary requirements for the purchase -- which report- 
edly would be financed through revenue bonds -- include approval by the county 
board of supervisors and an amendment to the State Port Act. 


Completed by a private corporation in 1930, the mile-long international tunnel 
is to be transferred to the cities of Detroit and Windsor in 1990. Estimated earn- 
ings in the intervening years are set at close to $50 million. 


COMMERCE THROUGH CANADIAN CANALS DROPS IN 1957 


Cargo tonnages moving through the Welland Ship Canal and the St. Lawrence 
canals during the 1957 navigation season declined from records set in 1956. Pre- 
liminary figures for 1957, released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, show the 
Welland traffic to be 3 per cent below the 1956 volume, a reduction of 692,392 tons. 
The St. Lawrence canals volume decreased 9.7 per cent, 1,308,556 tons below the 
total of the previous year. The only gain was in the upbound traffic through the 
Welland Ship Canal. Comparative figures in net tons for 1956 and 1957 are as 
follows: 


Welland Ship Canal St. Lawrence Canals 

1957 1956 1957 1956 

Upbound 5,141,980 5,069,312 5,088,797 5,778,296 
Downbound 17,231,889 17,996,949 7,102,345 7,721,402 
Total 22,373,869 23,066,261 12,191,142 13,499,698 


1957 OVERSEAS TRAFFIC REPORTED FOR ST. LAWRENCE CANALS 


Information released by St. Lawrence canal officials indicates the 1957 over- 
seas tonnage on the present canals totaled 818,336 tons. This figure is about 
20,000 tons greater than the official figures for 1956. Downbound cargo movements 
amounted to 440,663 tons while 377,673 tons moved upbound,. 


During the 1957 navigation season 149 vessels of registry other than American 
and Canadian made one or more return trips through the St. Lawrence canals. In all, 
the vessels made 411 upbound and 409 downbound trips. The first overseas vessel 
entered the St. Lawrence system on April 17, 1957 and the last ship of foreign 
registry cleared the waterway on December 5. The length of the season was 233 
days or about seven and two-thirds months, 


1959 FEDERAL BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GREAT LAKES BASIN PROJECTS OF ARMY ENGINEERS 


The President's budget for fiscal year 1959 recommends Congress appropriate 
$31,258,000 for general construction projects in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence basin 
by the U. S. Corps of Engineers. National and basin project totals recommended by 
the President are as follows: navigation projects - U. S.-$130,898,000, basin - 
$29,358,000; flood control - U. S.-$181,298,000, basin - $1,200,000; and bridge 
alterations - U. S.-$4,465,000, basin - $700,000. 


Fourteen basin projects received the President's recommendation for appropriations. 


Navigation 


Deepening of Connecting Channels $18,000,000 
Calumet-Sag Channel modification 6,000,000 
St. Marys River, South Canal improvement 1, 200,000 
Ashtabula, Ohio -- Outer harbor 997,000 
Saginaw River, Michigan -- dredging 800 , 000 
Port Austin, Michigan 613,000 
Harrisville, Michigan -- small boat harbor 500,000 
Oswego, New York -- breakwater 500,000 
Manistique, Michigan -- dredging 338,000 
Barcelona, New York -- small boat harbor 200 , 000 
Great Lakes-Hudson River Waterway 110,000 
Whitefish Point, Michigan -- small boat harbor 100,000 
Flood Control 
Battle Creek, Michigan $ 1,200,000 
Bridge Alteration 
Houghton-Hancock, Michigan $ 700,000 


In addition to the above projects, funds totaling $366,800 were proposed for 
general investigations in the Great Lakes area. The principal project included is 
the Great Lakes harbors survey -- $212,000. Other projects are: navigation 
studies for the south shore of Lake Huron ($7,300) and Conneaut, Ohio breakwater 
modification ($18,000); flood control studies for Maumee River in Indiana and Ohio 
($50,000), Grand River in Michigan ($30,000), Rouge River in Michigan ($25,000) and 
Kawkawlin River in Michigan ($20,500); and a beach erosion study for Presque Isle, 
Pennsylvania ($4,000). 


Detailed information on budget proposals for operation and maintenance of 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence basin projects is not available at this time. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE STUDIES USER CHARGES FOR GREAT LAKES NAVIGATION 


The U. S. Department of Commerce has confirmed reports that its present study 
of user charges on federally provided navigation facilities on inland waterways in- 
cludes the Great Lakes. In a letter to the Great Lakes Commission the department 
indicated its study will consider such charges on the: Great Lakes, their connecting 
channels and the lake ports. The study also will include the Illinois Waterway, 
the Great Lakes-Hudson River link and other basin waters improved by the federal 
government. 


IRON ORE PROCESSING PLANT CONSIDERED FOR NORTHERN WISCONSIN 


Development of a pelletizing plant in northern Wisconsin for low-grade iron 
ore is under consideration by the Ashland Mining Company. The site of the mine and 
plant would be in Agenda, Wisconsin, about 30 miles from the iron ore port of 
Ashland. Ore tests indicate an estimated volume of mineable low-grade ore total- 
ing 250 tons. A plant producing 1.5 million tons of pellets annually reportedly 
would be capable of operating for more than 40 years. 


UNITED STATES AND CANADIAN LAKE CARRIERS MEET JOINTLY 


Members of the Lake Carriers' Association and the Dominion Marine Association 
met jointly in a four-day conference at the Seigniory Club in Quebec on January 20- 
23. Joint sessions were held on air and water pollution questions, water diversion, 
Seaway facilities and tolls, pilotage on the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes, and 
other subjects of mutual interest. 


Three formal resolutions were adopted jointly by the two associations. A 
resolution on water diversion reaffirmed the continued opposition of both organi- 
zations to the diversion of water from the Great Lakes watershed. A resolution on 
air pollution recommended continuation of voluntary efforts to reduce smoke emission 
from vessels on the Great Lakes; opposed the establishment of any international code 
or enforcement agency; and recommended any code that is adopted for the boundary 
waters be uniform and give consideration to the special conditions inherent in 
vessel operations. In a resolution on pilotage and the rules of the road the two 
associations recommended Congress enact legislation now before it on this subject 
with clarifying amendments; urged enactment of reciprocal legislation by the 
Government of Canada; opposed any extension of the International Rules of the Road 
into Great Lakes waters; and opposed any requirement for compulsory pilotage or 
compulsory payment of pilotage dues on vessels having on board qualified navigating 
personnel licensed by either Canada or the U, S, in the waters of the Great Lakes 
and the St. Lawrence River. 


No formal agreement was reached on the question of Seaway tolls. Reluctance 
of the Dominion Marine Association to jointly oppose tolls on the Welland Canal 
alone prevented agreement on the over-all toll question. Both organizations are 
opposed to tolls, but the Canadians viewed a Welland Canal motion alone as weaken- 
ing their anti-toll position. 


CHICAGO'S ILLINOIS WATERWAY TRAFFIC AT NEW HIGH 


Statistics of the Corps of Engineers indicate commodity traffic on the Chicago 
section of the Illinois Waterway set a new record in 1957. Tonnage through the 
Brandon Road lock, a checkpoint for measuring the waterway's traffic, totaled 20.6 
million tons last year. This volume is nearly 1.4 million tons, or 7 per cent, 
above the 1956 figure. Below are traffic data for the two years. 


Upbound Downbound Total 
1957 18,001,225 2,600,517 20,601,742 
1956 16,933,352 2,315,012 19,248, 364 


Leader among the commodities in the waterway commerce was bituminous coal, 
Upbound movements of this commodity totaled nearly 8.4 million tons in 1957, a 
gain of about 0.8 million tons over 1956. 


PROPOSED RAIL RATE INCREASES WOULD AFFECT GREAT LAKES OVERSEAS TRAFFIC 


Increases in selected freight rates and charges sought in December by the 
nation's railroads would affect port operations on the Great Lakes. The railroad's 
petition, Ex Parte 212, has set February 15, 1958 as the effective date for the 
increases. This is a postponement from the original date of February l. 


Three proposed increases would affect port activities generally. One is a 
suggested reduction of free time on rail cars delivering export traffic at all 
ocean and Great Lakes ports to four days. At present the coastal ports and the 
west shore of Lake Michigan have 7 days for loading or unloading without demurrage 
charges. Demurrage on export freight would be raised from $2 to $3 per car per 
day. Another increase would provide a $1.20 per ton special charge for loading 
and unloading freight where service to or from shipside is provided by the rail 
carrier, 


CANADIANS ORGANIZE GREAT LAKES GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH GROUP 


Canadian provincial and federal agencies, universities and industry in a 
December meeting in Toronto organized a joint advisory committee to further geo- 
physical research on the Great Lakes. Objectives of the committee are to promote 
research in such fields as physical limnology, hvdro biology and geological pro- 
cesses on a cooperative and coordinated basis. Collaboration with comparable Amer- 
ican research groups is viewed as a future objective. A 125-foot vessel may be 
made available by the Royal Canadian Navy for research work. 


In a related development, the University of Michigan is seeking acquisition of 
one of the state's car ferries displaced by the Mackinac Bridge at the Straits. 
The vessel would be utilized by the university's Great Lakes Research Institute and 
other research groups. 


LAMPREY CONTROL PROGRAM REVIEWED 


Federal officials have reported sea lamprey killed by the expanding network of 
electrical barriers located on Great Lakes spawning streams totaled over 134,000 in 
1957. Thirty-seven Lake Michigan barriers accounted for 64,455 lamprey; 71 Lake 
Superior barriers killed 61,395 predators; and one Lake Huron barrier took a toll 
of 8,163. In releasing these statistics the Great Lakes Fishery Investigations 
noted the inroads made by the lamprey in Lake Superior as reflected in the steady 
increase in the kill at 30 electrical weirs in operation on that lake since 1954: 
1954 - 4,922, 1955 - 8,823, 1956 - 19,009 and 1957 - 30,069. 


At its December meeting in Toronto, the Great Lakes Fishery Commission re- 
viewed recent developments in lamprey control and agreed the best use of the new 
promising larvicide (see Nov. 1957 News Letter) would be achieved in Lake Superior 
spawning streams. The threat of the lamprey to Lake Superior lake trout was indi- 
cated at the meeting in a report that the 1956 catch amounted to only 49.8 per cent 
of the 1950 total. Budget requests for fiscal 1959 and 1960 are $1,465,000 and 
$1,851,000. The requests retain the previous distribution of expenses under which 
69 per cent is allocated to the United States and 31 per cent to Canada. 


DOMINION MARINE ASSOCIATION SUBMITS NEW PROPOSAL ON SEAWAY TOLLS 


The Dominion Marine Association has submitted a new brief to the Canadian 
Government on Seaway tolls. In it the association maintains its previous no tolls 
position and urges studies of the effect of the Seaway on Canada's economy. To 
determine this effect the brief suggests: (1) that separate tolls be estabiished 
on the Seaway proper and the Welland Ship Canal; and (2) that a temporary adminis- 
trative staff compute tolls collectable and maintain complete records on traffic, 
cargoes and tolls for a period of three to five years -- but that no actual col- 
lection of tolls be made. 


The brief asserts such a procedure would have three advantages: (1) Evidence 
collected would enable the government to determine the theoretical benefit or harm 
of a toll system. (2) Shippers and vessel owners would obtain a practical view of 
conditions which would exist if a toll should be collected after the test period. 
(3) The Seaway Authority could experiment with various toll charges, providing in- 
valuable background if a toll actually were collected after the test period. 


Another recommendation made by the association is to exempt present users of 
the 14-foot canal system on the St. Lawrence and the Welland Canal from tolls en- 
tirely on the grounds that they would derive no benefits from the improvements now 
underway. The association also argued that if tolls are imposed for the use of the 
Welland Canal its toll revenue not be used for the Seaway proper. The brief also 
contended facilities built on Canadian territory should remain entirely under 
Canadian jurisdiction and that a joint toll agreement between the United States and 
Canada would be contrary to that objective. 


FOR THE RECORD..,.statistical profile of the Great Lakes 


November December Jan.-Dec,. Jan.-Dec, 
1957 1957 1957 1956 
SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 
Total traffic 7,511, 887 899,837 111,794,222 108, 755,695* 
Eastbound 6,580,638 866,430 98,788,067 94,576,059 
Westbound 931,249 ' 33,407 13,006,155 14,524, 845 
*revised 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 
Iron Ore (Upper Lakes) 4,554,208 21,838 94,768,502 86,948,990 
Bituminous Coal 
Lake Erie 3,803,903 942, 897 46,171,833 46,629,670 
Lake Michigan 612, 809 --- 6,360,113 6,321,484 
Lake Ontario 163,073 4,109 3,772,890 3,834,821 
Anthracite 12,293 --- 454,881 588,782 
- Grain 1,828,948 - 834,462 ‘11,234,810 14, 330,454 
(Lake Commerce Supplement - Annual totals only) 
1957 1956 
Iron Ore (net tons) 
Labrador 2,476,740 2,553,274 
Lake Ontario 507,031 317,176 
Limestone (net tons) 30,439,375 30,753,412 
December December Average December 1957 
LAKE LEVELS® 1957 1956 December from L.W.D.> 
Superior 601.95 601.78 602.46 + 0.35 
Michigan & Huron 578.98 579.44 580.25 +0.48 
St. Clair 574.65 574.82 574.64 + 1.35 
Erie 571.71 571.95 571.85 + 1.21 
Ontario 244.68 245.48 245.42 +0.68 
ain ft. above mean blow Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
tide at N.Y., 1935 chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 
Monthly Mean 
WATER DIVERS ION October 1957 November 1957 
Into L. Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 4,200 c.f.s. 5,600 c.f.s. 
From L. Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,100 c.f.s. not available 


Sources; U. S, Corps of Engineers, Detroit District and U. S. Lake Survey; Lake 
Carriers' Assn.; American Iron Ore Assn., Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water 
Transfer Corp. 


NEW POSITIONS AND CHANGES IN KEY OFFICES 


Bennett J. Roberts has been appointed president of the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority 


to succeed Mr. Charles Gavsie. Mr. Roberts has been chairman of the National Har- 
bors Board, 


Harry J. Donohue has been appointed secretary of the United States Section, Inter- 
national Joint Commission. 


Great Lakes Commission members appointed recently by the governors of Indiana, Mich- 
igan and Wisconsin include: from Indiana, Clinton Green, Robert W. Kellum and Ed 
Whitcomb; from Michigan, Paul L. Adams; from Wisconsin, Kenneth Holmes. 
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1959 REVISED BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS AND GREAT LAKES BASIN PROJECTS 


The President recently requested a revision of the public works appropriations, 
including river and harbor and flood control projects, which he had recommended to 
Congress for fiscal year 1959 (see Jan. 1958 News Letter). The revised recommend- 
ations, designed to aid the current economic situation, would provide increases for 
about half the Great Lakes basin projects included in the original budget and adds 
Buffalo harbor, New York, The total increase for navigation projects is $11,941,000. 
Below are the original and revised appropriation recommendations, 


Navigation 


Original budget Revised budget 
Deepening of Connecting Channels 


$18,000,000 $23,500,000 


Calumet-Sag Channel modification 6,000,000 8,500,000 
St. Marys River, South Canal improvement 1,200,000 2,000,000 
Ashtabula, Ohio -- Outer harbor 997,000 997,000 
Saginaw River, Michigan -- dredging 800,000 800,000 
Port Austin, Michigan 613,000 613,000 
| Harrisville, Michigan -- small boat harbor 500,000 700,000 
| Oswego, New York -- breakwater 500,000 1,000,000 
| Manistique, Michigan -- dredging 338,000 338,000 
| Barcelona, New York -- small boat harbor 200 ,000 200 ,000 
| Great Lakes-Hudson River Waterway 110,000 n.a. 
Whitefish Point, Michigan -- small boat harbor 100 ,000 541,000 
Buffalo Harbor, New York 2,000,000 
Flood Control 
| Battle Creek, Michigan $ 1,200,000 1, 200,000 
| Bridge Alteration 
| Houghton-Hancock, Michigan $ 700,000 1,300,000 


Information is not available at this time with respect to any changes in the 
amounts designated for surveys and studies, 


GREAT LAKES OVERSEAS COMMERCE REPORT PUBLISHED 


The Great Lakes Commission's report on the waterborne commerce between the Great 
Lakes and overseas areas has just been completed. A majority of the tabulations in 
the 27-page report deal with the tonnage and dollar value of the 1955 and 1956 com- 
merce, but some cover all the postwar years. When 1957 data are available, a sup- 
plementary report will be issued. As a preface to the Seaway trade, the report will 
provide background material essential in evaluating and promoting prospective trade 
in the new commercial era of the Great Lakes region, 
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CLEVELAND MAKES SURVEY OF PORT'S POTENTIAL 


Nearly 14,000 Ohio manufacturers were queried in a survey conducted recently 
by Cleveland's Department of Port Control. The project was undertaken in cooper- 
ation with the Ohio Department of Industrial Relations and had as its objective 
to learn more about the international trade of Ohio firms and the potential traffic 
for the Port of Cleveland. 


Preliminary analysis of the survey reveals some interesting facts. From a 
mailing of 13,894 questionnaires, replies were received from 3,126 or 22.5 per cent 
of the total. Of this group, 641 or 20 per cent reported some import-export 
business. Among the firms engaged in foreign trade, 398 or 62 per cent indicated 
definite interest in Cleveland's port. In 1956 these companies did 316,685 tons of 
foreign business. Bulk tonnage is not included in this total. 


DETROIT PORT BOND VOTE SET FOR NOVEMBER 


The Port of Detroit Commission will seek voter approval on the November 4 ballot 
for funds to develop publicly owned port facilities. The amounts of the bond issue 
and special tax levy have not yet been determined. Last November a $9.5 million bond 


issue and a tax levy of 16 cents per $1000 of assessed valuation to retire the bonds 
lost by a narrow margin. 


DULUTH PORT FINANCING PROVIDES TEST CASE 


Three state laws authorizing use of public funds for financing a $10 million 
marine terminal in Duluth were supported by the decision of a district court in late 
January. Following this favorable action, the suit was appealed to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court to obtain final decision on the question. On March 11 the test case 
was argued before the high tribunal, and it is now under advisement. A test of the 
constitutionality of the state laws to provide for the necessary port funds is needed 
to assure a favorable sale of bonds for the project. The legislation being considered 
authorizes Duluth and St. Louis County to raise $1 million and $4 million, respectively, 
through levies and for the state to contribute $5 million to the port project. 


GIANT COAL LOADER BEING ERECTED IN TOLEDO 


A new high-speed coal loader being assembled at the Chesapeake & Ohio coal and 
ore docks at the mouth of the Maumee River in Toledo is said to be the largest machine 
ever designed for loading coal into the hold of a ship. It is expected that the 
facility will be in operation at the new $7 million loading dock by the end of June. 
The loader, which can handle 6,000 tons of coal an hour, was built by the Krupp 
plant in West Germany, the only firm able to construct the type of machinery wanted. 
Two cars of coal can be dumped at once, and a 96-inch wide conveyor belt will feed 
the coal into the various vessel holds without the ship being moved. 


MOST LEADING CANADIAN GREAT LAKES PORTS SHOW DECLINE IN 1957 COMMERCE 


Five out of six major lake ports in Ontario handled a smaller total volume of 
traffic in 1957 than in 1956 according to a tabulation of tonnage figures appearing 
in Shipping Statistics published by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Among the 
group, only Hamilton showed an increase. A decline in grain shipments appears to be 


a key factor in the decrease at several ports. Tonnages obtained from the DBS reports 
are as follows: 


Port 1956 1957 
Fort William 4,386,540 3,877,965 
Port Arthur 11,759,938 8,341,156 
Sault Ste. Marie 5,440,655 4,619,771 
Sarnia 3,567,528 3,331,048 
Hamilton 7,538,226 7,815,837 


Toronto 5,287,627 5, 106,828 


INDIANA TAKES ACTION ON PROPOSED LAKE PORT 


A delegation of Indiana officials, headed by Governor Harold W. Handley, met with 
Chicago District Army engineers recently to consider the proposed lake port at Burns 
Harbor, eight miles east of Gary, Indiana. Information on the traffic and industry of 
the proposed public port is to be provided by the state to aid the Army engineers in 
completing their study of the feasibility of the development. Indiana University is 
engaged in a study that is expected to supply the needed data. 


The Indiana legislature has appropriated $2 million for the purchase of land for 
development of port facilities. These funds are contingent upon a favorable report on 
the proposed development. Bethlehem Steel Corporation has purchased a considerable 


amount of land just east of the proposed site, and other steel companies own land in 
the area, 


PORT OF MILWAUKEE OBTAINS LOCAL IMPORT-EXPORT TRUCKING RATE 


A Milwaukee cartage and trucking firm, Northwestern Transfer Company, has pub- 
lished a memorandum tariff establishing rates substantially below the domestic basis 
on import-export traffic. The rates apply on shipments moving between the municipal 
harbor terminals and points within the Milwaukee metropolitan area, Available evid- 


ence indicates Milwaukee port officials may have registered a "first" in establishing 
the new tariff. 


PLANS PROGRESS FOR LAKES PACKAGE FREIGHT SERVICE 


Reestablishment of package freight service between U. S. Great Lakes ports is 
receiving the attention of several organizations (See Sept. 1957 News Letter), In 
Duluth a committee under the sponsorship of the Port Authority of Duluth has been 
active in developing a pilot service between that port and Buffalo during the 1958 
navigation season. It is understood that steamship companies with which negotiations 
have been carried on prefer the use of containers rather than trailers, For the 
initial service it is proposed to use the main deck on bulk cargo vessels. The com- 


mittee is considering the possibility of forming a private corporation to handle the 
proposed operations. 


In Detroit the Browning Steamship Company has been engaged in surveys relating 
to the establishment of a package freight service between Detroit, Buffalo and other 


. Great Lakes ports. It is reported that the firm plans to use steel containers for 


their proposed freight service. 


LEGISLATORS ASK HEARINGS ON AMENDMENT TO FLOOD CONTROL ACT 


Thirty members of the U.S. House of Representatives from Great Lakes states 
directed a joint letter on March 11 to the House Public Works Committee requesting 
early hearings on a bill to make the Great Lakes shores eligible for federal flood 
control assistance. The bill (H.R. 6597), introduced by Thomas L. Ashley of Ohio 
(4/3/57), amends the Flood Control Act of 1936 to assure that the Great Lakes be in- 
cluded within the scope of federal flood control activities. The measure has already 
received the endorsement of governors of seven Great Lakes states and of the Department 
of the Army. Bills similar to H.R, 6597 have been introduced by Rep. George Meader 
of Michigan (H.R. 1200) and Rep. Wm. E. Minshall of Ohio (H.R. 11235). 


PLANNING FUNDS PROPOSED FOR NEW LOCK AT SOO 


A recommendation for funds to construct a new lock in the ship canal at Sault 

Ste. Marie has been made to the Public Works subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee by Senator Charles E,. Potter (Mich), In his request he asked that $350,000 
be included in the 1959 budget to permit pre-construction planning of the new facility. 
The cost of the new structure, which would replace the Poe Lock, is estimated at $38.7 
million. The present Poe Lock has a depth of 16.5 feet. Of the four parallel locks at 
Sault Ste. Marie, only the MacArthur Lock can accomodate deep-draft vessels. The Davis 
and Sabin locks have controlling depths of 23 feet. 
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GREAT LAKES BASIN PROJECTS APPROVED BY BOTH HOUSES 


A compromise version of the omnibus rivers and harbors bill (S.497) was passed 
by the House of Representatives on April 1 and by the Senate the following day. The 
bill, which has been sent to the President, authorizes in the Great Lakes area ten 
navigation projects, five projects for flood control and four for beach erosion. The 
projects and the amounts proposed are as follows: 


Navigation 

Vermilion Harbor, Ohio $ 474,000 St. Joseph Harbor, Mich. (maintenance) 
Saxon Harbor, Wis. 393,500 Cleveland Harbor, Ohio $14,927,000 

Two Rivers Harbor, Wis. 66,000 Toledo Harbor, Ohio 859,000. 
Pt. Washington Harbor, Wis. 2,181,000 [Irondequoit Bay, N.Y. 1,938,000 

Rouge River, Mich. 101,500 Calumet-Sag Channel, Ill. 9,884,000 

Flood Control 

Bad River, Wis. 917,000 Saginaw River, Mich. 16,085,000 

Kalamazoo River, Mich. 5,358,000 Oswego River, N.Y. 305,000 

Grand River, Mich. 9,825,000 

Beach Erosion 

Berrien County, Mich. 226,000 Fair Haven Beach St. Pk., N.Y. 114,000 

Manitowoc County, Wis. 50,000 Hamlin Beach St. Pk., N.Y. 404,000 


Also authorized in §.497 were surveys for flood control and allied purposes in 
Niagara County, N.Y. and in the Chicago and Detroit areas and for a survey of the 
channel to Port Inland, Mich. 


GREAT LAKES NAVIGATION BILLS CONSIDERED BY CONGRESS 


House and Senate bills prompted by the expected heavy increase of overseas vessels 
in the Great Lakes after the St. Lawrence Seaway opens have been currently in the 
news. On March 19 the Senate passed H.R. 7226 and sent it to the President who sign- 
ed it on March 28 (Public Law 85-350). The bill will bring foreign vessels under the 
same navigation and safety rules on the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River as now 
apply to domestic vessels. In passing H.R. 7226, the Senate reconsidered an identical 
bill (S, 1976) passed on March 17 and indefinitely postponed further action on it, 


A pilotage bill (H.R. 7515), which would require a pilot or other officer qualif- 
ied for navigation in U.S. Great Lakes waters on all merchant vessels of 300 gross 
tons or more, has been reported on favorably by the House committee on Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries (H. Report 1564), The bill is awaiting House action and has been turned 
over to the Senate for hearings that are expected to open soon. 


MAXIMUM LAKE LEVELS FOR 1958 ESTIMATED BELOW 1957 


The U.S, Lake Survey recently announced the expected 1958 summer maximum monthly 
average levels for the lake basins in the Great Lakes system. In all lake basins ex- 
cept Superior the maximum level is expected to be below the 1957 figure. Lake Erie's 
maximum is expected to be about one foot lower. The months in which maximum levels 

. are most frequently reached are: June-Ontario and Erie; July-Huron and Michigan; August 
-Superior. Below is a comparison of the probable monthly maximums for the current 
year with the 1957 and average maximums. 


Most Probable 1958 1957 Maximum Average Maximum 

Lake Maximum Level, in feet Level, in feet Level, in feet 
Superior 602.5 602.4 602.7 
Michigan 579.7 579.9 581.2 
Huron 579.7 579.9 $81.2 
St. Clair 575.2 575.8 575.6 
Erie 372.2 $73.2 $23.1 


Ontario 246.2 246.4 247.0 
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GREAT LAKES IRON AND STEEL CAPACITY SHOWS MARKED EXPANSION 


The Great Lakes primary iron and steel industry, which accounts for more than 
one-third of the nations's capacity in this field of production, increased its blast 
furnace capacity by 32% between 1948 and 1958, while the steelmaking capacity rose 
60%. (Percentage gains for the nation during this period were 35% and 49% respect- 
ively). This prominent and expanding position of Great Lakes port cities in the 
country's basic iron and steel industry is revealed in the American Iron and Steel 


Institute's annual summary of capacities for 1958 and by comparing it with similar 
data in a report for 1948, 


At the start of 1958, the Great Lakes blast furnaces -- all with waterfront 
locations -- had a capacity of 32.9 million net tons or 36.1% of the U.S. total. 
The gain of 7.9 million tons since 1948 represented one-third (33.5%) of the in- 
crease in pig iron production capacity reported for the country as a whole. 


Expansion in the steelmaking capability of Great Lakes production centers was 
even more remarkable than that for blast furnaces. Between 1948 and 1958 the 
Great Lakes capacity rose 17.9 million net tons to reach a total of 47.9 million 


tons. This gain represented 38.4% of the national increase in steel ingot capacity 
during the period. 


In Canada, over three-quarters of the iron and steel producing capacity is 
located along the Great Lakes -- 84% for pig iron and 78% for steel. Hamilton, with 
two integrated producers, is the leading center. Other facilities are at Sault Ste. 
Marie and along the Welland Ship Canal. Since 1948, the Canadian blast furnace 


capacity of Great Lakes plants has increased 77%, and the steelmaking capacity has 
expanded by 73%. 


Below is a summary tabulation showing the 1948 and 1958 iron and steel production 
capacities of the major U.S. Great Lakes centers and for the nation together with 
Canadian capacities at Great Lakes ports and for the Dominion as a whole. 


(in 000's of net tons) 


Blast furnaces Steelmaking furnaces 

1948 1958 1948 1958 
U.S. Great Lakes 24,970 32,856 30,062 47,943 
Chicago-Gary 13,654 15,985 17,335 24,622 
Cleveland-Lorain 4,393 6,214 4,224 7,760 
Buffalo area 4,072 5,503 4,134 7,181 
Detroit area 1,604 3,694 - 3,470 7,173 
Other areas 1,246 1,459 899 1,207 
United States 67,439 91,000 94,233 140,743 
Canadian Great Lakes 1,988 3,510 2,689 4,647 
Canada 2,718 4,194 3,694 5,993 


The American and Canadian iron and steel industry located along the shores of the 
Great Lakes benefits greatly from the excellent low-cost transportation routes these 
waters provide. The ready accessibility to vast ore resources in the Lake Superior 
district -- crude ore and concentrates from low-grade ore -- will be extended to in- 
clude the ores of Labrador and overseas areas with completion of the Seaway. In 
addition to facilitating the economical transport of iron ore, the Great Lakes serve 
as a route for moving several million tons of scrap iron and steel, pig iron and 
steel mill products each year from production centers to points of consumption. 


(over) 
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ANNUAL CAPACITIES OF GREAT LAKES BLAST FURNACES AND STEELMAKING FURNACES: JANUARY 1, 1958 
Note: All of the facilities have waterfront locations except those starred (*). 


Location Company 
Illinois 
cago Interlake Iron 
International Harvester 
Republic Steel 
U. S. Steel 
Youngstown Sheet 
Indiana 
East Chicago Inland 
Youngstown Sheet 
Gary U. S. Steel 
Michigan 
Dearborn Ford 
River Rouge & Ecorse Great Lakes 
Trenton McLouth 
Warren *Jones & Laughlin 
Minnesota 
Duluth American Steel & Wire 
Interlake Iron 
New York 
Buffalo Hanna 
Repub lic 
Lackawanna Bethlehem 
N. Tonawanda Tonawanda Iron 
Tonawanda Colorado Fuel 
*Allegheny Ludlum 
Ohio_ 
Cleveland American Steel & Wire 
Jones & Laughlin 
Republic 
Lorain National Tube 
Toledo Interlake Iron 
Pennsylvania 
Erie Interlake [ron 


*Erie Forge & Steel 


U.S. Great Lakes 
United States Total 
Great Lake % of U.S. 


Ontario 
Hamilton Burlington Steel 
Dominion Foundries 
Steel Co. of Canada 
Pt. Colborne Canadian Furnace 
Sault Ste. Marie Algoma Steel 
Welland Atlas Steels 


Canadian Great Lakes 
Canadian Total 


Source: American Iron and Steel Institute 


Furnaces 
net tons 
587,000 
808,000 
569,000 
4,196,700 
684 ,000 


3,062,000 
1,296,000 
4,782,600 


1,090,730 
2,120,000 
483,500 


491,000 
146,000 


850,000 
683,000 
3,444,000 
165,000 
361, 250 


752,000 
866,000 
2,586,000 
2,010,000 
551,000 


271,000 


32,855,780 
91,000,110 
36.1% 


730,000 
1,241,000 
258,620 
1,280,000 


3,509,620 
4,194,020 


Stegimakane 


1,200,000 
1,697,000 
5,441,000 


5,800,000 
3,280,000 
7,204,000 


1,898, 600 
3,500,000 
1,574,000 

200,000 


973 ,000 


6,000,000 


4,500 


1,820,000 
3,360,000 
2,580,000 


234,000 


47,943, 100 
140,742,570 


34.1% 


26,400 
900,000 
2,350,000 
1,200,000 
170,400 


4,646, 800 
5,993,100 


882,000 
295,000 
| 
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GREAT LAKES IRON AND STEEL CAPACITY MORE THAN ONE-THIRD OF NATION'S TOTAL 


At the start of 1958 the blast furnaces located in Great Lakes port cities 
accounted for 36 per cent of the nation's total production capacity and the capacity 
of the steelmaking furnaces represented 34 per cent of the U.S, total. The increases 
in capacity over the previous year totaled 584,800 net tons for blast furnaces and 
2,371,200 net tons for steelmaking furnaces. The capacities of the various Great 
Lakes iron and steel facilities are indicated in the supplement to this issue of the 


News Letter. Data were obtained from the annual summary prepared by the American 
Iron and Steel Institute. 


GREAT LAKES HARBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DISCUSSES LAKES PROBLEMS 


The Executive Committee of the Great Lakes Harbors Association met in Chicago on 
February 21 to consider a number of Great Lakes matters of current concern and to 
select a new secretary for the Association. Several motions received the committee's 
unanimous support. The Association will support and urge other interests to support 
the original schedule for work on the Great Lakes connecting channels. To permit 
completion of the project by 1962 will require annual appropriations of $25-30 million, 
(The recently revised budget proposal for fiscal year 1959 raises the amount for this 
project from $18 million to $23.5 million.) 


Another motion approved demands that Great Lakes shipyards have equal opportunity 
with coastal shipyards to bid on construction of merchant and naval craft. The object- 


ive is to maintain a reasonable volume of work at Great Lakes yards and to stabilize 
the skilled labor supply. 


The Executive Committee heard Mr. Harry C. Brockel report on the success of the 
western lake ports in securing equalization of free time on rail cars carrying ex- 
port freight. A 7-day free time, the same as at Atlantic and Gulf ports, has been 
maintained, He also reported on plans now under consideration by the Great Lakes 


Commission for developing rail and truck import-export rates in the Great Lakes 
region. 


Mr. James E. Bie of Milwaukee was selected by the Executive Committee to serve 
as part-time, paid secretary of the Association. Mr. Bie will replace Mr. Claude 
Ver Duin who has resigned from the position he held since 1953, 


LAKE MICHIGAN DIVERSION ISSUE REMAINS UNSETTLED 


The petition of six states brought before the Supreme Court last December 23 
asking that Chicago's domestic and industrial water pumpage be returned to Lake Mich- 
igan after treatment was denied on March 3 (see Nov. 1957 News Letter), In their 
petition for dismissal of the suit the State of Illinois and the Metropolitan Sanitary 
District of Greater Chicago included among their arguments that; (a) the Supreme Court 
decision of 1930 referred only to diversion not domestic pumpage, (b) the 1,500 cubic 
feet per second diversion flow alone would be inadequate for navigation in the Illinois 
Waterway (c) the return of effluent from sewage treatment plants into Lake Michigan 
would risk pollution of Chicago's lake front and water supply since complete purifica- 
tion is not presently possible and (d) large population growths have not resulted in 
proportionally large increases in domestic pumpage. A brief submitted in February by 
the Department of Justice at the request of the Court indicated that the government 
had no evidence that the present amount of water diverted from Lake Michigan was en- 
dangering Great Lakes shipping or hydroelectric projects. In denying the application 
of Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin the Supreme Court 
granted leave for the states to renew their application "with allegations made more 
definite and certain as a basis for the relief sought." 


A closely related bill (H.R. 2) which was passed by the House in 1957 session 
would permit an increased diversion of 1,000 cubic feet per second from the lake 
at Chicago. Senate hearings on the question have not been announced, 
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INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION CONSIDERS SMOKE CONTROL AND WATER POLLUTION 


The International Joint Commission met in Detroit on February 19 to discuss 
the adoption of mandatory smoke controls with respect to shipping operations. Attend- 
ing the meeting were shippers and regulatory agencies of both countries. The tech- 
nical advisory board of the Commission has recommended that the two governments adopt 
a smoke abatement code and then transfer enforcement to regulatory agencies in the two 
countries. The Detroit River is the principal area of current concern. On February 20 
the Commission reviewed recent developments in vessel operations on the Great Lakes 
with respect to water pollution, 


LICENSE PROPOSED FOR FISHING IN ALL MICHIGAN WATERS 


The Michigan Department of Conservation and sportsmen's clubs in the state have 
endorsed legislation which would require a license to fish in Michigan waters of the 
Great Lakes as well as on inland waters. At present residents of the state need no 
license to fish in the Great Lakes, and nonresidents may take perch and other un- 
important species without a license, 


Among the reasons advanced by the proponents for requiring a license for fishing 
in all Michigan waters are the need for additional fisheries research projects, 
additional public fishing sites and work in the sea lamprey control program. Creel 
census studies indicate that anglers on the Great Lakes catch twice as many fish per 
hour as in inland waters. 


It is reported that all of the lake states except Michigan and Wisconsin require . 
licenses for fishing in the Great Lakes. Ontario requires a license for nonresidents. 


1957 LAKE ERIE CATCH REPORTED DOWN - RESEARCH PLANNED FOR 1958 


Reports on commercial fishing in Lake Erie last year by Ohio and Ontario fish- 
erman indicate a drop of about 16 per cent from 1956. The total catch for the two 
sections of the lake amounted to about 60 million pounds in 1957 compared with over 
70 million pounds in 1956. 


Receipts of commercially-caught fish at Ohio ports on Lake Erie totaled 22.8 
million pounds in 1957 and 26.1 million pounds the previous year according to the 
year-end report of Ohio Landings issued by the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Despite the decline in total volume from 1956 to 1957, the catch of certain species 
showed an increase. Yellow perch led all others in 1957 totaling 7.6 million pounds; 
in 1956 the volume was 6.4 million pounds. The catch of sheepshead increased from 

1.9 to 3.0 million pounds, and a slight increase was reported for carp which totaled 
2.7 million pounds in 1957. Three important species caught in significantly less 
quantities in 1957 than in 1956 were (in millions of pounds): yellow pickerel (walleye 
or yellow pike) 3.5 from 5.9; blue pike 2.7 from 4.7; white bass 1.1 from 2.1. 


The 1957 commercial catch in the Ontario waters of Lake Erie is estimated at 
36.8 million pounds by the Department of Lands and Forests. In 1956 the Lake Erie 
catch totaled 44.7 million pounds. As in Ohio, perch landings increased despite an 
overall decline. The 1957 volume is estimated at nearly 12 million pounds, The 
catch of smelt was up 25 per cent from 3.4 to 4.3 million pounds. The commercial 
catch of smelt has been limited to the north shore, but it is reported that Ohio 
commercial fishermen are planning to request experimental licenses for catching 
this species. 


Increasing interest is being shown in developing knowledge that can lead to 
optimum biological production and economic cropping of fish from Lake Erie. At a 
meeting of state, provincial and Federal representatives in January, a program was 
set up to expedite studies and avoid duplication. Three agencies participating in 
the intensive research program planned for 1958 are the Ohio Division of Wildlife, 
the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests and the U.S. Bureau of Commercial 
Fisheries, 
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FOR THE RECORD...statistical profile of the Great Lakes 
February February Average February, 1958), 
LAKE LEVELS 1958 1957 February from L. W, D. 
Superior 601.49 601.25 601.75 ~ 0.11 
Michigan & Huron 578.95 579.08 580.12 +0.45 
St. Clair 573.08 573.98 573.87 - 0.42 
Erie 571.22 571.71 571.77 +0.72 
Ontario 244.84 245.36 245.50 +0.84 
a 
in ft. above mean DL ow Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
tide at N.Y. 1935 chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 
Monthly and Yearly Mean* 
WATER DIVERSION Dec. 1957 Year 1957 Jan. 1958 
Into L. Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 4,600 5, 100 3,900 
From L. Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,400 4,200 2,900 


* in cubic feet per second 


Sources: U, S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit District and U. S. Lake Survey. 


SEASON OPENERS 


Navigation openings for the 1958 season in many sections of the Great Lakes are 
currently being announced. Among those reported in the newspapers are the following: 


Alpena - March 18, the freighters Boardman and Crapo arrived from Detroit to 
load cement. 


Windsor - March 18, the tanker Imperial Quebec arrived from Sarnia, 


Detroit - March 19, the freighter Crapo arrived from Alpena with cement. Coal 
moved from Toledo to Detroit and Dearborn throughout the winter except during 
a part of February. 


Cleveland - March 20, the freighter Boardman arrived from Alpena with cement, 


Straits of Mackinac - March 28, the tanker Polaris passed enroute from East 
Chicago to Bay City. 


Thousand Islands - March 29, the tanker Imperial Hamilton passed enroute from 
Toronto to Brockville, Ont. 


Petoskey - April 1, the freighter Galster arrived to load cement for Chicago. 


Welland Ship Canal - April 1, the first complete passage was made up-bound by 
the tanker Imperial Hamilton. 


Lake Superior is expected to open for commerce about April 15 when the Coast 
Guard clears a channel through Whitefish Bay north of the Soo. May 1 is estimated as 


the approximate opening date for the ore trade, Large ore stocks on hand have brought 
about this late start. 


Montreal's first overseas arrival on March 30 tied the record for early openings. 
The Valeria, a Hamburg-Chicago Line vessel, arrived enroute to the Great Lakes. 


CHEMICAL COMPANY DEVELOPS MARINE TERMINAL AT BAY CITY 


To take full advantage of the economies of the Seaway development and the New 
York State Barge Canal, the Dow Chemical Company is building a marine terminal along 
the Saginaw River at Bay City. The facility will be opened this spring and will serve 
for shipping products to Europe and to the company's eastern terminals at Philadelphia, 
Pa, and Port Newark, N.J, It is reported that this facility will provide for Dow's 


immediate needs; long-term plans will await proposals for developing public facilities 
within the port area, 
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OVERSEAS SHIPPING OFF TO GOOD START IN FINAL PRE-SEAWAY YEAR 


Approximately 100 overseas ships had passed upbound through the Welland Ship 
Canal to serve U.S. Great Lakes ports by May 31. Thirty-six vessels made the passage 
during the eleven days in April after the start of the navigation season, according 
to data provided by the Canadian Department of Transport. Unofficial sources indicate 
at least sixty-three foreign-flag ships made the upbound passage through the canal in 
May. A number of additional overseas vessels entered the Great Lakes during the April- 
May period but remained in Lake Ontario, several terminating their voyages there be- 
cause of the pilots' strike. 


The April total of 36 ships included 29 scheduled services and seven chartered 
vessels. The routes of 28 ships extended into Lake Michigan, seven terminated at 
Detroit or Lake Huron ports and one chartered vessel entered Lake Superior. Similar 
data for May are not presently available. 


ACTION IS TAKEN ON PILOTAGE QUESTION AT COMMISSION'S SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 


The Great Lakes Commission is recommending that pilotage on the Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence River be regulated by a treaty with Canada. The recommendation, to be 
directed to the President, the Department of State and Congress, proposes negotiation 
of a treaty and the enactment of implementing legislation to provide for an internat- 
ional joint commission to control pilotage on these waters "in the public interest," 
Legislation now before Congress makes the use of pilots mandatory on vessels of more 
than 300 gross tons sailing on the Great Lakes but does not provide regulatory features 
such as are incorporated in state pilotage laws prevailing in Atlantic, Gulf and Pac- 
ific coast states, 


The Commission's recommendation was approved at a recent meeting in Ann Arbor. 
Other action included; (1) support of pending legislation which will include the Great 
Lakes overseas trade in the U.S, vessel subsidy program, (2) a recommendation that 
appropriations for the 1959 connecting channels program be increased to between $27.5 
and $30 million, (3) disapproval of any "user charge" on the Great Lakes waterways and 
(4) a request that the Department of State determine the Canadian viewpoint on possible 
diversion of additional water from Hudon Bay tributaries into Lake Superior. 


ENGINEERS' REPORT ON WATER LEVELS DUE IN OCTOBER 


The North Central Division of the Corps of Engineers has announced its "Survey 
Report on Water Levels of the Great Lakes" is scheduled for completion in October. 
The report, ordered by Congress during the period of high water levels in the early 
fifties, will include conclusions as to the feasibility of lake level regulation plans. 
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DULUTH PORT PROGRAM ADVANCES 


Approval by the Minnesota Supreme Court has given the Duluth Port Authority the 
go-ahead signal for its port development plans. The court on May 11 upheld the legal- 
ity of the $10 million port project plans. Legislation for the program, authorized by 
the state legislature in 1957, permits Duluth and St. Louis County to issue bonds of 
$1 million and $4 million, respectively. Five million dollars in bonds were sold at 
average net interest rates of 2.6 per cent on May 26. The state is scheduled to issue 
$5 million in certificates of indebtedness to complete the financing. 


An award of $2,965,000 for land development is expected soon. This is the amount 
of the low bid for driving piling for 6,000 feet of pier bulkheads and for pumping 
land fill. Completion of the work by November 1959 has been specified by the contrac- 


tor. A contract for land clearing on the site of the marine terminal also has been 
approved. 


DETROIT PORT AGENCY RECEIVES NEW TERMINAL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 


The Port of Detroit Commission has received an offer from the Detroit Harbor 
Terminal officials to join in the development of a public port project. Under plans 
submitted on May 23 the port commission would acquire about 10 acres of land adjacent 
to the company's present pier facilities, now serving as Detroit's principal cargo 
terminal for overseas vessels. This land then would be leased to the company for fur- 
ther private development. The tract under consideration has approximately 1,030 feet 
of river frontage and with the company's present frontage would permit docking of eight 
present-sized ocean vessels or five 500-foot ships. 


The proposal suggests financing acquisition of the land through revenue bonds to 
be retired by the company's rental payments. A detailed survey of the plan by the 
commission is now underway. The area suggested for development in the new proposal is 
in the same locality as the 27-acre site in the $9.5 million commission plan rejected 
by the voters in 1957, 


TOLEDO'S PRESQUE ISLE PORT SITE DEVELOPMENT BEGINS 


The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority has awarded a contract for preparing about 
20 acres of its 65-acre Presque Isle port site located near the mouth of the Maumee 
River. The contract for $1,316,512 will include dredging, filling and 800 feet of 
steel bulkheading. The port site was purchased recently from the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway for about $230,000. Funds from a tax levy authorized by the city and county 
voters were used in these transactions. 


The advertising of bids for three 3-million-bushel grain elevators has been au- 
thorized by the port agency. One elevator would be on the river-mouth site and the 
other two. would be several miles upstream near the central section of Toledo. Bidders 
will be offered the choice of leasing land and constructing their own elevators or 
leasing the facilities that the Authority would build. 


MONROE PORT LAND TO BE DEVELOPED 


The Monroe (Michigan) Port Commission has sold 10 acres of port property to a 
cement company which is developing a quarry and facilities at Dundee, Michigan. The 
parent firm, St. Lawrence Cement Company, has begun the erection of a port storage 
facility which will hold 3,500 tons of cement. During 1958 and 1959 this product will 
be imported from the company's plant at Clarkson, Ontario to be used in construction 
of the Dundee operation. When the new plant is completed the port property will serve 
for the lake receipt of gypsum and coal. Dundee is about 16 miles inland from the 
Port of Monroe, 


Port officials are requesting the Federal government to restore the Raisin River 
channel depth to 21 feet and a turning basin to 18 feet. 


1958 LAKE TRADE OPENERS 


The 1958 season marks the first time that ocean-going ships have served Great 
Lakes ports prior to the start of iron ore shipping. Overseas vessels also opened 
the St. Lawrence route into the Great Lakes on the same day -- April 17 -- that the 
first lake vessel passed through the Soo locks. 


Vessels of the Fjell-Oranje Line nearly made a clean sweep in opening this year's 
direct overseas trade of major U.S. Great Lakes cities. The company's ships were the 
first to reach five of the port cities listed below. A French Line vessel was first 
to serve Toledo. The opening dates and vessels are: 


Cleveland - April 21, Luksef jell Chicago - April 25, Veslefjell 
Detroit - April 22, Luksefjell Toledo - April 26, Ville de Quebec 
Milwaukee - April 24, Veslefjell Buffalo - May 1, Makefjell 


The 1958 opening for lake shipments of iron ore and taconite concentrates was 
the latest in recent years. Picton, a Canadian port on Lake Ontario which began oper- 
ating in 1955, made the first loading on April 22. In the Lake Superior area ship- 
ments of ore and concentrates began on April 26 at Marquette and Silver Bay. Initial 
loadings for other ports were; Escanaba, May 1; Duluth-Superior, May 2; Michipicoten, 
May 5; Taconite Harbor, May 6; Two Harbors, May 14; Port Arthur, May 15 and Ashland, 
May 18. Coal and grain trade in Lake Superior began about a week ahead of the first 
ore shipments. 


Commerce through the Soo locks was opened by Canada Steamship Line's package 
freighter Fort Henry on April 17. On the same day the company's freighter Matis was 
the first ship into the Lachine Canal -- the Montreal segment of the present St. Law- 
rence waterway. Eleven overseas vessels bound for Great Lakes ports also entered the 
waterway on the opening day. 


SEAWAY TO OPEN FOR 14-FOOT NAVIGATION IN JULY 


The Eisenhower and Snell locks on the St. Lawrence Seaway will open to 14-foot 
navigation during the weekend of July 4. Also coming into use at that time will be 
the 10-mile Wiley-Dondero Ship Cannel. Opening of these U.S, facilities will follow 
a halt in shipping on the St. Lawrence beginning July 1 to allow formation of the 
power pool -- to be called Lake St. Lawrence -- behind the international power dam, 


The new Canadian Iroquois lock and canal is now in operation, handling its first 
commercial vessel -- the Canadian package freighter Calgarian -- on May 22. These 
new facilities replace the Galop Canal and reduce the transit time between Cornwall 
and Prescott by more than two hours. The other four Canadian locks, located between 
the American facilities and Montreal, will not be used until April, 1959. 


NEW SAGINAW BAY FACILITY TO BE BUILT FOR LAKE SHIPMENT OF ROCK 


A large dock for loading gypsum into lake freighters is planned for the north- 
eastern shore of Saginaw Bay following a circuit court's decision upholding the pro- 
posed project. The dock to be built by the Nationa] Gypsum Company will be located 
south of Tawas City Michigan. Another gypsum company has a dock a short distance 
farther south on Saginaw Bay. 


The dock project has been delayed by a legal dispute which has involved a property 
owners group and the state. To protect the owners of nearby property the court decreed 
that freighters could not load between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., and it retained jurisdiction 
in the case in order to act further if the facility becomes a nuisance. The state in- 
tervened in the suit to prohibit erection of the dock on state-owned submerged lands 
without first obtaining permission from the state, 


Development of a new quarry and the 800-foot dock are expected to cost about $6 
million. In 1956 the nearby dock at Alabaster shipped over three-quarters of a million 
tons of gypsum to other lake ports. 


GREAT LAKES BASIN PROJECTS RETAINED IN NEW RIVERS AND HARBORS BILL 


All Great Lakes basin projects included in the vetoed S. 497 are retained in 
new omnibus rivers and harbors authorization bills introduced subsequent to the Pres- 
ident's veto on April 15. Two navigation projects, however, were reduced in amount 
proposed for authorization: Port Washington, Wis. from $2,181,000 to $1,760,000; and 
Irondequoit Bay, N.Y. from $1,938,000 to $1,865,000. The new amounts are the same as 
those in §.497 when originally introduced. The revised bills -- S.3686 (Knowland) 
and H.R, 12193 (Mack) -- eliminate projects lacking the approval of the Army engineers. 
Total cost estimate for the projects included is nearly $1.5 billion or $201 million 
below the vetoed bill. 


Chairman of the Senate and House public works subcommittees introduced further 
compromise versions on May 27. Details of these bills -- $.3910 and H.R, 12700 -- 
are not available but they include several projects opposed by the Administration. 


ADMINISTRATION NOW APPROVES SHIPPING SUBSIDIES FOR GREAT LAKES OPERATIONS 


The Bureau of the Budget revealed in May that the Administration favors earmark- 
ing 75 voyages between the Great Lakes and overseas destinations for federal operating- 
differential subsidies during fiscal 1959. This new position was announced following 
action by the House Committee on Appropriations, approved by the House of Representat- 
ives on May 19, amending H.R, 12540 -- appropriations for the Department of Commerce 
-- to ensure inclusion of Great Lakes operations in the federal program of subsidies 
to U.S. ocean shipping. 


In announcing the new policy of the Administration, the Budget Bureau stressed 
that its previous recommendation limiting the number of voyages eligible for subsidies 
to 2,000 was not intended to exclude services between the Great Lakes and foreign ports 
by American ships. It added, however, that the proposed limitation probably would 
have had such an effect and that federal agencies now support a limitation of 2,075 
voyages, of which 75 would be earmarked specifically for the Great Lakes. 


No subsidized service is available on the Great Lakes at present, but applications 
are pending from four American lines -- Grace Line, Isbrandtsen, T, J. McCarthy Steam- 
ship Co. and U. S, Lines. These applications are for service on Trade Routes 32 and 
33, on which the Maritime Administration has formally determined 136 to 176 sailings 
per year to be essential. The 75 voyages earmarked for Great Lakes operations, if en- 
acted, would apply to the period ending June 30, 1959 and thus permit, following ap- 
proval of the pending applications, subsidization of Great Lakes operations during the 
first three months of the 1959 navigation season. 


CANADIAN COMMISSION REPORTS ON COASTAL SHIPPING AND WELLAND CANAL 


A Canadian Royal Commission has just completed a three-year study of Canada's 
coastal shipping trade. The commission's report rejects recommendations that Canadian 
statutes be amended to give Canadian ships an advantage over competitors when the 
Seaway opens. By Canadian law traffic between two Canadian ports is restricted to 
vessels registered and built in the British Commonwealth. In effect this means 
Canadian and United Kingdom vessels. Lake shipping interests have proposed that in- 
land water traffic between U.S. and Canadian ports be restricted to vessels of these 
countries; the coasting trade would be restricted to Canadian-registered ships. 


Regarding the Welland Ship Canal, the report warned that this waterway may not 
be able to handle as much traffic as expected. It noted that traffic already is con- 
gested in the 28-mile canal and that "in the period immediately following the open- 
ing of the Seaway, increased traffic will cause further congestion and delay."" The 
use of larger vessels was indicated as a factor in easing the situation. The report 
also suggested that for a time a complete traffic control with priorities may have 
to be introduced if full benefit of the Seaway is to be derived. 


SUMMARY OF THE DISPUTE ON PILOTAGE 


Great Lakes overseas trade was hampered at the outset of the 1958 season as a 
result of a dispute between the vessel operators and lake pilots. Below is a brief 
summary of the dispute and some of the related developments taken from news reports. 


With the coming of overseas vessels into the Great Lakes, about April 18, the 
Shipping Federation of Canada, an association of overseas shipOperators, indicated 
their vessels would not utilize pilots for the full turn-around through the Great 
Lakes. The proposal was to employ pilots through the more restricted waters between 
the north end of the Welland Ship Canal (Port Weller) and the head of the St. Clair 
River (Port Huron-Sarnia). The Great Lakes Pilots Association. a Canadian local of 
the International Organization of Masters, Mates and Pilots (I.0.M.M.P.), set up pic- 
ket lines on April 21 after demanding compulsory pilotage for the foreign vessels 
throughout the lake voyage or submission of the question to arbitration. The group, 
which has about 50 members, mostly Canadian, asked for two pilots on board the over- 
seas vessels throughout the lake trip and for higher pay -- said to be 75 dollars per 
day. A round trip through the lakes -- Kingston to Chicago and return -- averages 
about 18 to 20 days. 


Foreign vessels normally have used pilots through the restricted St. Lawrence 
River route -- from Montreal to Kingston -- and at the latter port frequently took 
on a sailing master'' for the trip through the lakes. Last year the sailing masters 
became affiliated with the I.0.M.M.P. Their pay was reported to be $42.50 a day. 


With the lake pilots on strike, the International Brotherhood of Longshoremen 
refused to cross picket lines set up by the pilots. This prevented vessel unload- 
ing at most U.S. lake ports. Detroit's port remained open since longshoremen there 
belong to the Teamsters Union, not a part of the AFL-CIO. Independent unions at some 
Canadian ports also continued to work. 


At Toledo and Cleveland temporary injunctions against picketing were introduced 
on April 28 and 29 respectively. In Chicago a Federal judge took similar action on 
May 2, acting on a petition by the National Labor Relations Board. The order, which 
applied to U.S. Great Lakes ports, was extended indefinitely on May 12. Subsequently 
the N.L.R.B. and the pilots' group presented briefs on the question of whether the 
latter is a labor union or an organization of supervisors. It was on the assumption 
that the pilots were subject to labor laws that the injunction was ordered. To date 
no final decision has been reached on the question. The Ontario Supreme Court on 
May 2 granted an injunction against picketing at Kingston, Ontario. The order is ef- 
fective until either party brings the dispute to court for trial. 


Related developments 


In the initial strike period the St. Lawrence-Kingston-Ottawa Pilots Corporation, 
an organization of about 50 river pilots, refused to cross picket lines at Kingston in 
order to guide foreign vessels downbound through the St. Lawrence canals. Several ves- 
sels completed the hazardous trip without pilots. An agreement for 1958 was signed 
with the Shipping Federation on May 6 and two days later the river pilots began cros- 
sing the picket line. In November, 1957 a number of mishaps occurred along the St. 
Lawrence when attempts were made to operate over this route while the river pilots 
were on strike. The pay of the pilots is reported to be $250 for a trip between King- 
ston and Montreal. 


Three mishaps involving foreign vessels have occurred in the Detroit and St. Clair 
rivers since the start of the lake pilots strike. On April 26 the Ciandra was aground 
for three hous in the St. Clair river; on April 27-28 the Skern was aground for over 
14 hours in the Detroit River; and on May 14 the Desdemona and a lake freighter side- 
swiped one another in the St. Clair River. In at least one case a pilot was aboard 
the vessel. Lake bulk carriers, however, also have run aground in the St. Clair River 
recently. 


(continued on page 6) 


The first foreign vessels arrived in Milwaukee and Chicago on April 24 and 25 
respectively, but cargo unloading did not begin until May 2 when longshoremen returned 
to work. About 10 ships were awaiting service in Chicago at that time. 


Legislation introduced in Congress in 1957 -- S. 2096 and H.R, 7515 -- would re- 
quire pilots on all merchant vessels of 300 tons or more navigating in the Great Lakes. 
At present there is no statutory measure to enforce such a requirement. The stated 
purpose of the two bills is to provide an added measure of marine safety in the Great 
Lakes as the number of foreign overseas vessels operating in these waters increases 
markedly with the Seaway opening. The measures proposed would require a pilot or other 
qualified officer to direct the navigation of all vessels of the specified size in 
certain waters designated by the Coast Guard and in other waters at the discretion of 
the master. These persons would be licensed by designated agencies of the United States 
and Canada. Reciprocal privileges would be extended by each country to qualified per- 
sons licensed by the other. The bill would not apply to U.S. vessels already required 
to carry a master and other competent pilots and personnel licensed by the Coast Guard 
for the waters in which the vessel trades. H.R. 7515 was passed by the House with am- 
endments in April. Senate committee hearings are scheduled to begin June 16. 


HOUSE COMMITTEE TAKES NO ACTION ON SEAWAY CPERATING RESPONSIBILITY 


The Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives has declined to 
recommend any change in the agency responsible for operating the Seaway. The full 
text of the Committee's statement, contained in its report on H.R. 12540 -- approp- 
riations to the Department of Commerce and related agencies -- follows: 


The Committee held informal hearings on the question of responsibil- 
ity for operating the Seaway, in view of information made public which in- 
dicated a considerable difference in costs of operation by the Corporation 
and the Corps of Engineers. No conclusive evidence was presented showing 
any significant difference in estimated operating costs presented by the 
two agencies. Therefore, since no significant budgetary considerations are 
involved, the Committee has taken no further action on the matter. 


LOWER LAKE LEVELS NECESSITATES REDUCED VESSEL DRAFTS 


Low water levels in the Great Lakes has forced a sharp reduction in recommended 
maximum vessel drafts in the Detroit and St. Marys rivers. As suggested by the Shore 
Captains' Committee of the Lake Carriers' Association, the recommended drafts in the 
Detroit River are 13 inches less than the draft recommended a year ago. The draft 
recommended in the St. Marys River is 4 inches below the 1957 figure. Maximum drafts 
recommended for comparable dates in May 1957 and 1958 are listed below. 


Detroit River St. Marys River 
Upbound Downbound Upbound Downbound 


May 1957 20 ft. 10 in. 24 ft. 10 in. 19 ft. 3 in. 23 ft. 1 in. 
May 1958 19 ft. 9 in. a3 ft... 9 in. 18 ft. 11 in. 22 ft. 9 in. 


Note: The water level foreach of the lake basins is indicated in the 
statistical tables on page 9. 


REGIONAL OFFICE OF BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES OPENS IN ANN ARBOR 


The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, U.S. Department of the Interior, established 
a regional office in Ann Arbor, Michigan in May. William F. Carbine, regional dir- 
ector, will have within his area (Region 4) the Great Lakes and thirteen states. The 
agency has divisions of biological research and industrial research and services. Work 
of the former division is carried on by the Great Lakes Fishery Investigations, already 
located in Ann Arbor. Included in the latter division are the following four branches: 
technology, exploratory fishing and gear research, market development, and statistics. 
The regional office is at 920 N. Main Street. 


GREAT LAKES - CARIBBEAN SERVICE ORGANIZED BY LAKES OPERATOR 


A fleet of six new general cargo vessels will be used in trade between the Great 
Lakes and Caribbean area, particularly Cuba, with the opening of the Seaway next spring. 
Head of the new company, Flota Maritima Browning de Cuba, is Troy H. Browning of Det- 
roit. Mr. Browning is also president of the Browning Lines, Inc. which operates four 
bulk freighters on the Great Lakes. Partner in the new venture is the government- 
owned National Bank of Cuba, 


The six motor vessels being constructed are reported to have cargo capacities of 
4,500 tons each and to be 380 feet in length. During the winter months the ships are 
expected to operate from East Coast ports to major Caribbean ports. Havana will be 
the focal point of operations. The vessels will be registered under the Cuban flag 
and will have Cuban crews. Three ships will be named for Great Lakes cities and 
three after provinces in Cuba. 


NEW FREIGHTER DEMONSTRATES ITS ABILITIES 


Demonstrating the superior qualities of the lake carriers now under construction, 
the new bulk cargo freighter John Sherwin recently made the downbound voyage from 
Taconite Harbor to Buffalo in 60.5 hours. This is about one and a half days less than 
the time required by most of the bulk freighter fleet. Other accomplishments include 


the loading of 21,000 tons of taconite pellets, its cargo on this trip, in three hours 
and unloading in eight hours. 


The Sherwin is the newest ore carrier in the Interlake Steamship Company's fleet. 
Its keel was laid on May 6, 1957 and the vessel was christened in Cleveland on May 1 
of this year. The vessel has an overall length of 710 feet, a beam of 75 feet and a 
molded depth of 37.5 feet. Assigned drafts range from 23 feet, 9.5 inches (winter) 
to 26 feet, 7 inches (mid-summer). The rated carrying capacity is 25,000 gross tons 
and the speed when loaded is approximately 17 miles per hour. The vessel has four 
cargo holds, each having five hatches, and carries a crew of 35 men. 


NEW MICHIGAN SUBMERGED LAND LEGISLATION EXPECTED TO AID LAKE SHORE DEVELOPMENT 


Legislation enacted in 1958 authorized the Michigan Department of Conservation 
to sell unneeded state-owned submerged land in the Great Lakes. State officials say 
the bill will encourage the installation of boat docks and harbors, help curb erosion 
and straighten irregular shorelines. Leases of open water areas for harbors and sales 
of other submerged lands are expected to net the state $20,000 this year and up to 
$250,000 annually when the program hits full stride. 


Under a law passed in 1898 submerged lands ceded to the state by the federal 
government were reserved for recreation and sports areas. A 1955 bill permitted per- 
sons who had filled in lake bottoms to buy the land from the state in order to clear 
their titles. The new amendment will permit persons filling in land since passage of 
the 1955 law to buy the area filled in by paying the market price plus penalties. 
Under the new law private acquisition of submerged lands in the future will require 
execution of a lease or outright purchase. 


SOURCES OF DATA ON GREAT LAKES WATER AND WEATHER ARE BEING ASSEMBLED 


The Great Lakes Research Institute of the University of Michigan, under contract 
with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, is assembling a list of sources of Great Lakes 
water and weather data. These now number 170 sources of near-shore water data and 
2,539 sources of weather data. The data sources include municipal water and sewage 
plants, industrial concerns, Coast Guard stations and weather stations. 


Information being assembled for each source of data includes the kinds of infor- 
mation reported, the period for which records are available, the location of intakes 
and of various measuring instruments, and the times when intakes or instruments have 
been re-located. The list of data sources will be available by July of this year. 
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NEW FIELD TEST WITH LAMPREY POISONS IS SUCCESSFUL 


The first test of Lamprecid, a new chemical lamprey larvacide, under natural 
stream conditions has proven highly favorable. The new poison was tested on the Mos- 
quito River -- a tributary of Lake Superior -- near Munising, Michigan in mid-May. 
Although original plans called for a 24-hour treatment of the stream, the 1,000 test 
lamprey larvae scattered in 40-cages throughout the streambed were dead is less than 
six and a half hours. Ninety per cent died in the first 4 hours. The trout in the 
stream were reported to be unaffected by the chemical. The new chemical is described 
as even more effective than '"Dowlap 30"! -- a chemical found effective in earlier field 


tests. It also can be used at a lower concentration. Both chemicals are nitro-phenol 
derivatives. 


Officials have expressed the hope that all lamprey-spawning streams tributary to 
Lake Superior can receive treatment within the next 18 months and that the remainder 
of the Great Lakes watershed can be treated within five years. They also indicate 
electro-mechanical barriers will continue to be used as a means of eliminating adult 
lampreys moving from the lakes into streams to spawn. 


On the basis of the favorable results with lamprey larvacides, the Ontario Dept- 
ment of Lands and Forests is planting half a million yearling lake trout in Lake Su- 
perior. The trout will be fin-clipped to permit further study over the next several 
years, Other major stocking will be in Georgian Bay. 


HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS CUTS FUNDS FOR GREAT LAKES FISHERY COMMISSION 


The House Committee on Appropriations has recommended a slight cut in funds for 
the Great Lakes Fishery Commission in fiscal 1959. Appropriations recommended for the 
Commission by the committee are $900 thousand, $15,100 below the amount provided for 
1958 and recommended by the President for 1959. The committee at the same time accepted 
the President's recommendations in the case of six other international fisheries com- 
missions. No reason was given in the committee's report for singling out the Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission alone for reduced funds. 


Testimony presented to the committee on behalf of the Commission indicates the 
latter's program in 1959 will (1) concentrate activity on Lake Superior in order to 
save existing trout stocks; (2) turn heavily toward the use of lampricides rather than 
the construction of barriers, work on the latter being limited to six new barriers to 
complete coverage in Lake Superior, rebuilding of flood-damaged barriers, and relocat- 
ion of certain barriers on Lake Superior; (3) operate existing barriers on Lake Mich- 


igan; (4) continue survey work on Lake Huron in preparation for future treatment of 
tributary streams. 


BEGIN EXPLORATION FOR GAS AND OIL IN U.S. LAKE ERIE WATERS 


The first drilling for gas and oil under the U.S. waters of Lake Erie was sch- 
eduled to begin in the latter part of May in Pennsylvania waters near the Ohio bound- 
ary. Two tracts leased in October, 1957 from Pennsylvania are the sites of the present 
explorations. Operations are expected to be completed in the first tract within three 
months and equipment then will be moved to another site near the New York boundary. 


In a related development the State of Ohio is reported about ready to issue off- 
shore leases permitting similar exploration in its waters. Ohio's first lease tract 
is expected to cover 13,655 acres in Lake Erie near Cleveland. Ohio leases will re- 
quire the approval of the Department of Natural Resources, the attorney general and 
the governor. 


Equipment being used in Pennsylvania waters includes a drilling rig similar to 
those in use along the Gulf coast although the Great Lakes rig is smaller -- about 


50 feet square. The present rig will operate in 38 feet of water about one mile 
offshore. 


FOR THE RECORD...A statistical profile of the Great Lakes. 


April Jan. - Apr. Jan.-Apr. 
1958 1958 1957 
SOO COMMERCE (net tons) — 
Total traffic 1,137,462 1,137,462 5,024,185 
East bound 947 , 843 947 , 843 4,057,834 
West bound 189,619 189,619 966,351 
LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 
Iron ore (Upper Lakes) 70,067 70,067 4,465,008 
Bituminous coal 
Lake Erie (cargo) 1,995,708 2,656, 168 6,800,824 
Lake Ontario (cargo) 68,915 68,915 481,645 
Anthracite 19,783 19,783 55,405 
" April April Average April 1958 b 
LAKE LEVELS 1958 1957 April from L.W.D, 
Superior , 601.25 601.27 601.70 — 0.35 
Michigan & Huron 578.98 579.16 580.43 + 0.48 
St. Clair 573.91 575.14 574.98 + 0.41 
Erie 571.54 572.58 572.53 + 1.04 
Ontario 245.33 245.82 246.38 + 1.33 
*in ft. above mean DLow Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
tide at N.Y., 1935 chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 
Monthly Mean 
WATER DIVERSION Feb. 1958 March 1958 
Into L. Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 3,800 c.f.s. not available 


From L. Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,300 c.f.s. not available 


Sources: U.S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit District and U.S, Lake Survey; Lake Car- 
riers' Association; American Iron Ore Association; Ore & Coal Exchange. 


BUREAU OF THE BUDGET PREPARES PROPOSAL IN LAKE MICHIGAN DIVERSION CONTROVERSY 


Details of a "secret compromise" of the Lake Michigan diversion controversy pre- 
pared by the Bureau of the Budget were reported by the Milwaukee Journal on May 9. 
As reported by the Journal, the plan suggested by the Budget Bureau would entail: a 
l-year study of existing sanitation conditions on the Illinois Waterway; an additional 
year of increased diversion with accompanying studies; and a third year to permit com- 
prehesive examination of the data acquired. The newspaper also asserts opponents of 
lake diversion have rejected the new proposal. 


The story stated the compromise proposal was developed in an effort to avoid a 
third presidential veto of legislation which would authorize the diversion of an ad- 
ditional 1,000 c.f.s. for a three-year period. The additional diversion, authorized 
by H.R. 2.was approved in the House of Representatives in 1957 but is still awaiting 
hearings in the Senate. 


SEAWAY TOLLS ANNOUNCEMENT EXPECTED BY JULY 1 


The American and Canadian Seaway toll committees reportedly hope to announce their 
toll recommendations by July 1. Officials of the Seaway Development Corporation have 
given no indication of the toll rates to be announced beyond earlier predictions that 
tolls " will not be too far-out of line with that suggested when the original Seaway 
Bill was passed." Rates frequently mentioned at that time were $1.25 a ton for general 
cargo and 50 cents a ton on bulk commodities. Recent widespread predictions reported 
in the press that tolls are likely to range a few cents under the above figures appear 
to have originated in Canada and have no official confirmation. 
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GREAT LAKES FOREIGN COMMERCE DECLINES IN 1957 


With the exception of overseas exports, the waterborne foreign trade of the U.S. 
Great Lakes area showed a decrease in cargo tonnage from 1956 to 1957. An overall 
decline of about 1.5 million short tons or 4.3 per cent was revealed in a preliminary 
summary just made available to the Commission by the Bureau of the Census. The nation- 


al figures indicate an 11 per cent increase in waterborne foreign commerce tonnage 
in 1957. 


In the overseas trade of the Great Lakes a drop of 65,000 tons in imports was only 
slightly offset by export gains of 3-4,000 tons. Indications are that much of the ton- 
nage decrease may have been in low-value commodities. 


A summary of the 1956 and 1957 total foreign trade of U. S. lake ports is present- 
ed below (in 000's of short tons). 


Overseas Canadian 
1956 1957 % change 1956 1957 %_ change 
Total 574 512 — 10.8 35,295 33,821 - 4.2 
Imports 293 227 — 22.3 10,560 9,877 -— 6.5 
Exports 281 285 + 1.3 24,735 23,944 — 3.2 


SENATE APPROVES GREAT LAKES BASIN COMPACT 


The Senate passed S. 1416 granting the consent of Congress to the Great Lakes 
Basin Compact on July 28. This action followed hearings and favorable considera- 
tion by its Committee on the Judiciary. The bill has been sent to the House of 
Representatives where favorable action is expected. 


SENATE COMMITTEE POSTPONES ACTION ON PILOTAGE 


The Senate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce has announced postpone- 
ment of further action on Great Lakes pilotage bills. The committee also has asked 
the Coast Guard to develop an agreement with Canadian authorities governing pilotage 


on the Great Lakes. Discussions with Canada already are underway at the State Depart- 
ment level. 


The House-approved bill would have required all vessels of 300 tons or more to 
have pilots licensed by United States or Canadian authorities aboard while on the 
Great Lakes. Canada meanwhile has expressed the view that compulsory pilotage is 
needed only in certain parts of the lakes. This view was set forth in a statement 


in Parliament by the Minister of Transport, who also stressed the need for action in 
the interest of marine safety. 
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GREAT LAKES OVERSEAS SERVICE SHOWS SHARP INCREASE 


Overseas vessel trips to U.S, Great Lakes ports by the end of June had reached 
nearly half the number reported for the entire 1957 season. Upbound passages through 
the Welland Ship Canal from April 20 through June 30 -- 72 days -- totaled 169 compar- 
ed with 351 during all of 1957. To the end of June last year the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics reports upbound overseas vessels totaled 126. The 169 trips through June, 
1958 included 132 scheduled services and 37 chartered vessel trips. Chicago was the 
western terminus for 120 of these inbound trips. To provide this service required 138 
vessels, First ship to make a second trip into Lake Erie was the Concordia on June 15. 
By month, the number of overseas vessels entering Lake Erie was: April, 36; May 71; and 
June, 62. The July total will be about 70 vessels. The current increase in overseas 
operations reflects in part the desire of vessel agencies to establish contacts in 
preparation for the Seaway opening next spring. 


The volume of overseas imports for Great Lakes ports above the Welland Canal total- 
ed about 97,000 tons to the end of June. This information and supporting data for the 
aforementioned statistics were provided by the Welland Canals office, (Canadian) De- 
partment of Transport. While no figures are available for a comparable period in 1957, 
it is reported that import cargo tonnages this year are holding up fairly well. The 
tonnage through June equals one-third of the 1956 overseas imports for all U.S. lake 
ports which totaled 293,000 tons. Tonnage figures are not available for the 1958 ex- 


port traffic, but is reported to be lower than in the last two seasons. A similar sit- 
uation exists at ports on other coasts. 


IMPACT OF SEAWAY ON MONTREAL IS REPORTED IN NEW STUDY 


Major conclusions in a recently completed report on the expected effect of the 
Seaway on the Montreal area are: Montreal should gain substantially in grain, coal 
and iron ore traffic; significant losses may be realized in the handling of general 
cargo; industrial development will not be particularly stimulated in the Montreal 
area. A bright spot in the report, made by the Montreal Research Council of McGill 
University, was the forecast of increases in the grain trade by about 65 million bush- 
els by 1965. U.S. export grain may account for about half this gain. It is expected 


that a major portion of the grain now exported from Canadian ports on the Pacific Coast 
will be rerouted via the Seaway. 


OSWEGO'S PORT NOW HANDLING OVERSEAS COMMERCE; MAY OBTAIN STATE PORT FACILITIES SOON 


The port of Oswego, N.Y, entered into the Great Lakes overseas trade picture in 
the latter part of May. The arrival of the chartered vessel Braunsfeld marked the 
first time since 1952 that ocean cargo has moved through the port. The initial ship- 
ment was 220 tons of kidney beans for Cuba. Along with additional shipments of this 
commodity, cargoes of clay are scheduled for movement through the port. 


State-owned barge canal terminal facilities -- a grain elevator, warehouse and 
dock worth over $1 million -- may be turned over to the Oswego Port Authority before 


long. The state land board has voted to make the transfer, but legal factors may de- 
lay the action. 


TOLEDO PORT AUTHORITY ACTS ON LEASING POLICY AND TERMINAL PLANS 


The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority recently adopted a policy for the leasing 
of facilities now being developed at the Presque Isle cargo terminal. Leases will run 
for not more than 40 years, and annual rentals will not exceed 5 per cent of the fair 
value of the site. Taxes will be paid by the Authority, but an equivalent amount will 
be added to the annual rental charge. Approval also has been given by the Authority 
to a tentative plan for developing the 65-acre terminal site. Of the 28 acres now be- 
ing improved 19 will be available for rental. The remaining 9 acres will be required 
for roads, utilities and other non-rentable installations. Facilities at the terminal 
will include a transit shed, open storage and a bulk liquid terminal. 


PORT OF BUFFALO MAKES ADVANCES ON SEVERAL FRONTS 


Three new developments in Buffalo's harbor area have been announced recently. 
Two of these developments relate to shipping facilities -- acquisition of the state's 
barge canal terminal and space for a package freight terminal -- and the third -- a 
bridge demolition -- will expedite harbor improvement by the Army engineers. 


Acquisition of the Barge Canal terminal by the Niagara Frontier Port Authority 
results from a recent resolution of the Authority requesting the transfer. The Gov- 
ernor's approval is the only further action required for the change. Recently the 


terminal has been used by overseas vessels, but a small boat harbor has been consid- 
ered for future use of the location. 


In another action the Authority obtained an easement from the state on 27 acres 
along the Outer Harbor to provide space for the package freight service planned by 
the Browning Steamship Company of Detroit. 


The bridge removal scheduled by the city for this fall will aid the Army engi- 
neers in widening and deepening the Buffalo River channel. Appropriations for the 


project were recently approved by Congress, but a division of the city-federal costs 
for a new bridge has not yet been determined. 


CHICAGO'S LAKE CALUMET DEVELOPMENT NETS $1.2 MILLION AS NAVY PIER PROJECT STARTS 


Revenues from facilities of the Chicago Regional Port District during the first 
year of operation have exceeded revenues projected at the time of the $24 million 
bond sale. Estimates for the first fiscal year indicate a gross revenue of $1.3 mil- 
lion and a net income of about $1.2 million -- $240 thousand more than originally an- 
ticipated. The Port District is planning a second bond issue, equal in amount to the 


first, which will be used for additional transit shed space, warehouses and another 
grain elevator. 


Construction on the City of Chicago's $4 million improvement at Navy Pier in 
downtown Chicago also is expected to get underway soon. Three contracts to be award- 
ed shortly will provide for the widening of the apron along the pier from 8 to 104 
feet, additional railroad trackage, a 1,100-foot transit shed and other general im- 
provements. The work is to be completed by next summer. 


DULUTH'S PUBLIC PORT TERMINAL PROJECT BEGINS 


Construction of the Duluth Port Authority's public terminal got underway offi- 
cially on July 2 when the first sheet piling was driven. The terminal will be named 
after Arthur M. Clure, late president of the port authority. 


At completion of the first stage of development the $10 million terminal will 
have three berths plus a fourth for emergency use. Located on Rice's Point in the 
outer section of the Duluth harbor, the facility will extend for 2,235 feet along the 
harbor line. Much of the terminal area is now submerged land. Completion of the 
dredging and filling for the presently planned facilities is scheduled for October 15. 
Filling in the entire terminal location is to be completed by early 1960. Approxi- 
mately half of the $10-million expenditure will be utilized for filling in and bulk- 
heading the terminal site. 


Work on the storage facilities is expected to start this fall with completion by 
next spring if weather conditions permit. Included in the program are three transit 
sheds, a warehouse, a garage, roadway paving, and two gantry cranes. The port author- 
ity will meet on August 15 to award bids on the project. 


To develop a general cargo package freight service on the Great Lakes, an organ- 
ization known as Great Lakes Package Freight, Inc. has been formed in Duluth. The com- 
pany currently is negotiating with one of the lake carrier operators. ‘''Containerized" 
cargo vans are the type of transport unit expected to be used. 
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REGARDING WELLAND CANAL STATISTICS IN NEWS LETTER SUPPLEMENT 


Perhaps the most controversial section along the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence water- 
way is the 27.6-mile Welland Ship Canal. In the 1957 operational period of 264 days, 
vessel passages through the canal totaled 9,154 (Table 1) compared to 9,552 for the 
Panama Canal which has no closed season, Passages through the American and Canadian 
locks at Sault Ste. Marie totaled 21,872 last year. Between 1949 and 1957 the cargo 
tonnage passing through the Welland Canal increased 64 per cent while vessel passages 
rose 28 per cent. The present tonnage is approximately half the maximum physical ca- 
pacity estimated by some official sources. Shipping interests have estimated the eco- 
nomic physical capacity to be considerably lower. 


Seven lift locks along the Welland Canal provide an aggregate change in elevation 
of 327 feet. Depths over the lock sills were set at 30 feet at the time of construct- 
ion, but the canal depth was 25 feet, with a permissible draft of 23.5 feet. Recent 
deepening of the waterway will provide a 27-foot depth to match that of the Seaway. 


Tables 2 through 8 provide a variety of pertinent statistics on the Welland's com- 
merce in 1957. From these data have been drawn a few relevant facts which are presented 
below. 


2 - Canadian vessels accounted for 70 per cent of the vessel passages and carried 
83 per cent of the cargo. The U.S, percentages were 21 and 14 respectively. 


3 - Passages of vessels engaged in trade between U.S, and Canada totaled 4,208, 
and 83 per cent of these were of Canadian registry. 


4 - Trade between U.S. and Canada accounted for about 14.5 million tons of cargo 
or 65 per cent of the total traffic. Overseas trade represented 2.7 per cent 
of the tonnage. 


5 - Three commodity groups -- grain, coal and coke and iron ore -- accounted for 
72 per cent of the cargo tonnage. 


6 - Cargo tonnage of interlake commerce was over 15.5 million tons or 74 per cent 
of the volume reported (see footnote in table). 


7 - Vessels of more than 300 feet in length accounted for only 27 per cent of the 
total passages. Vessels of 200-300 feet represented 69 per cent of the total. 


8 - Average gross time includes the time while vessels are awaiting entrance to 
the canal as well as the transit time. Upbound transit time is generally fast- 
er than downbound due to a majority of the vessels traveling light with result- 
ing greater speed. The longer upbound delays in November were due to strong 


winds and rough seas in the Lake Erie area which retarded vessels leaving the 
canal, 


MARITIME ADMINISTRATION ISSUES REPORT ON SEAWAY AND THE SHIPPING INDUSTRY 


A study released in early July by the Maritime Administration indicates foreign 
flag ships will have a decided advantage over U.S. flag operators when the Seaway 
opens next year. This is one conclusion in an engineering study of the effects of the 
opening of the Seaway on the shipping industry (see p. 8, Current References), Com- 
petitive difficulties for the various types of vessels now plying the Great Lakes is 
also forecast. 


The study is divided into five parts: design of Seaway vessels (type and limiting 
factors); effects of the Seaway on existing lake operators (present and future com- 
merce and the potential of present lake vessels); ship replacement problems for lake 
operators (problem of private investment in lake vessels); operational problems; and 
expected participation in the Seaway trade. A number of tables, charts and maps are 
ae in the study which was prepared by H, C, Downer & Associates, Inc., of Cleve- 
land. 


Statistics, Canal Statistics. 
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Note: Tables 1-7 were derived from data in the annual reports of Dominion Bureau of 


Department of Transport, Canal Services, Ottawa. 
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1 Vessel Passages and Cargo Tonnages: 1949-1957 
Year Total Upbound Downbound 
Vessels Short tons Vessels Short tons Vessels Short tons 
1949 7,132 13,692, 209 3,672 2,140,627 3,460 11,551,582 
1950 7,436 14,740,573 3,817 2,732,007 3,619 12,008, 566 
1951 8,113 16,197,924 4,132 2,752,439 3,981 13,445,485 
1952 9,158 17,910,756 4,707 2,288,540 4,451 _ 15,622,216 
‘9,372 19,542,150 4,788 2,582,462 4,584 16,959,688 
1954 8,479 17,514, 258 4,302 2,395,791 4,177 15,118,467 
1955 9,334 20,893,572 4,697 4,259,992 4,637 16,633,580 
1956 9,360 23,066, 261 4,716 5,069,312 4,644 17,996,949 
1957. 9,154 22,372,538 4,602 5,140,672 4,552 17, 231, 866 


Source; Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Canal Statistics, 1949-1957. 


2 Country of Registry of Vessels by Number of Passages and Volume of Cargo Carried: 1957 


Total Upbound Downbound 
Vessels Short tons Vessels Short tons Vessels Short tons 
Canadian 6,386 18,662, 162 3,195 
U.8. 1,944 3,071,077 991 465,645 953 2,605,432 
European 824 639,299 416 271,474 408 367, 825 
Total 9,154 22,372,538 4,602 5,140,672 4,552 17,231, 866 
3 Passages of Vessels Engaged In Domestic and Foreign Commerce by Registry: 1957 
Total Registry of Vessel 
Origin, destination Vessel 
Passages Canadian United States European 
Domestic 
Canada to Canada 2,920 2,851 39 30 
U.S. to U.S. 1, 288 59 1,226 3 
U.S.-Canada 
Canada to U.S. 2,431 2,043 361 27 
U.S. to Canada 1,777 1,431 318 28 
Overseas 
Canada-Overseas 76 2 76 
U.S.-Overseas 662 2 660 
Total 9,154 6,386 1,9 824 
A Domestic and Foreign Cargo Movement: 1957 
Total % of Upbound Downbound 
Origin/destination (Short tons) Total (Short tons) (Short tons) 
Domestic 
Canada to Canada 5,894,339 26.3 1,103,876 4,790,463 
U.S, 1,399,622 6.3 388, 288 1,011,334 
U.S. -Canadian 
Canada to U.S. 3,413,083 163 3,391,813 21,270 
U.S. to Canada 11,055,813 49.4 4,900 11,050,913 
Overseas 
Canada-Overseas 101,724 0.4 28,422 73,302 
U.S,-Overseas 507,957 2.3 223,373 284 584 
Total 22,372,538 100.0 5,140,672 17,231, 866 
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Major Commodities in the Commerce and Origin/Destination: 1957 


Short tons 


Per cent of total* 


Commodity Upbound Downbound Total 
All Commodities 5,140,672 17,231,866 22,372,538 26.3 15.3 49.4 6.3 
Grain 16,377 5,018,119 5,034,496 80.7 0.1 12.9 6.2 
Coal and coke 1,200 5,550,221 5,551,421 0.1 ---- 99.6 0.1 
Iron ore 2,594,758 2,888,988 5,483,746 0.1 47.2 52.7 aoe 
Crude petroleum 2,200 945,540 947,740 11.7 ---- 87.8 0.5 
Petroleum products 705,210 1,131,194 1,836,404 38.8 0.5 25.4 34.6 
Pulp wood 413, 686 147,530 561,216 67.1 32.9 <---- 
Newsprint 451,498 2,476 453,974 ---- 92.5 <---- 7.4 
Other 955,743 1,547,798 2,503,541 24.7 8.1 27.4 16.3 


*Percentages shown do not include the trade between U.S./Canada and overseas areas. 
This is minor with the exception of "All Commodities'"(2.7%) and "Other" (23.5%). 


Cargo Tonnage of Interlake and St. Lawrence River Traffic 
Passing Through the Welland Ship Canal: 1957* 


From 

Lake Lake Lake Lake 
Erie Huron Michigan Superior 
to Lake Ontario 6,654,469 224,864 619, 867 6,422,633 13,921,833 
to St. Lawrence River 2,386, 159 13,654 71,315 261,001 2,732,129 

To 

Lake Lake Lake Lake 
Erie Huron Michigan Superior Total 
from Lake Ontario 1,066, 160 137,438 210,610 223,555 1,637,763 
from St. Lawrence River 2,502,155 46,983 128, 250 63,856 2,741, 244 


*Excludes traffic with origin or destination beyond the St. Lawrence and 
that which originates and terminates within the Welland Ship Canal. 


Number of Vessel Passages by Length and Type: 1957 


Type of Under 


100- 


Total 200- 300- 400- 500- Over 
Vessel 100' 199' 299' 399' 499' 599! 600' 
Freight 6,649 12 63 4,342 325 974 385 548 
Passenger 3 --- 1 2 --- --- --- --- 
Combination 25 --- --- 25 --- --- --- --- 
Tanker 943 --- 4 752 53 17 aoe 117 
Scow or barge 586 39 109 431 3 4 o-- ooo 
Other 948 823 108 15 1 --- --- 1 

Total 9,154 874 285 5,567 382 995 385 666 
Average Transit Times (Gross and Net) and Delays by Month: 1957 
Upbound Downbound 

No. of Gross Net No. of Gross Net 
Vessels Time Setays Time Vessels Time Time 
April 324 9:39 0:26 9:14 295 -10;39 0:17 10:22 
May 456 9:32 0:08 9:24 462 11:37 0:09 11:28 
June 468 9:35 0:18 9:17 494 11:26 0:15 11:11 
July 516 9:11 0:05 9:06 516 11:44 0:08 11:36 
August 459 9:19 0:03 9:16 472 10:52 0:03 10:49 
September 402 9:38 0:36 9:02 400 10:27 0:30 9:57 
October 439 9:48 0:28 9:20 432 11:47 0:30 11:17 
November 308 11:29 2:32 8:57 335 10:10 0:19 9:51 
December 66 8:47 0:47 8:00 103 9:27 0:07 9:20 


Source: Canadian Dept. of Transport, Canal Services 
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PRESIDENT INDICATES SEAWAY OPERATION TO REMAIN WITH DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


A White House letter sent to three Great Lakes area senators -- Potter, Thye and 
Wiley -- indicates the President will remain firm on his order which shifted the St. 
Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation from jurisdiction of the Secretary of Defense 
to the Secretary of Commerce. The letter was in reply to a joint letter of the three 
senators which asked reconsideration of the shift of authority. The President's order 
making the departmental change occurred on June 20. A statement issued with the order 
indicated the scope of the supervisory responsibility of the Secretary of Commerce 
would extend to general policies of the corporation, the operation and maintenance of 
the Seaway, the establishment of rates of charges or tolls and various other matters. 
The major question with respect to operation of the Seaway relates to which Federal 
agency can bring the new facility to its fullest potential. 


A bill introduced by Senators McNamara and Humphrey(S. 4044) would make the cor- 
poration an independent agency. It would limit the President's authority to the ap- 
pointment, with the consent of the Senate, of a three-man board of directors. The 


three full-time directors would replace the positions of the administrator, deputy 
administrator and advisory board. 


COMMISSION SUBMITS OBJECTIONS ON PROPOSED WELLAND CANAL TOLLS 


The Great Lakes Commission, in a resolution by its executive committee, has in- 
dicated objections to the proposal to levy tolls on interlake commerce using the Wel- 
land Ship Canal. The resolution stated this waterway should remain toll-free for in- 
terlake commerce originating or terminating on Lake Ontario and that the imposition of 
tolls would intensify the danger of further user charges on the lakes. The resolution 


was sent to the Department of State with the request that it be transmitted to Canadian 
authorities. 


ILLINOIS-INDIANA PORT GROUP STUDY GREAT LAKES PORTS 


Members of the joint Illinois-Indiana commission on port development visited three 
eastern Great Lakes ports and the Port of New York at the end of July and in early 
August. The group is studying the organization procedures, administration and methods 
of financing used by the different port agencies. The ports of Toronto and Buffalo 
were toured on July 28 and 29 and the group then went to New York to spend several days 
inspecting the facilities of the Port of New York Authority and of the City of New 
York. The port of Cleveland was to be viewed enroute back to Chicago. Later in the 
summer the group will visit the ports of Detroit, Toledo and Milwaukee. 


The commission began a series of public hearings in the latter part of July to 
receive the views and recommendations of organization interested in the Chicago metro- 


politan area's port development. This area includes the sector along Lake Michigan 
from Waukegan, Illinois to Michigan City, Indiana, 


The commission, headed by Rep. Albert W. Hachmeister of Illinois and Capt. 0. F. 
Heslar of Indiana, is to submit a report to the state legislatures in 1959. 


LARVICIDES OFFER BRIGHT PROSPECTS FOR SEA LAMPREY CONTROL 


The use of Lamprecid 2770 in an experimental treatment on the Silver River, a 
tributary of Lake Superior in the upper peninsula of Michigan, has proven to be as 
fully successful as the first field test made in May (see May News Letter). In the 
Silver River test approximately 5 miles of the main channel and estuary received the 
Lamprecid application for about 13.5 hours. After 4 hours, 95 per cent of the captive 
lamprey larvae in the stream were killed, and the mortality rate rose to 98 per cent 
in 6 hours. Operations were continued longer to effectively treat the estuary area. 
Examination of the larval habitat after the treatment indicated essentially all larval 
lampreys in the watershed were killed, but no significant harm to any fish species was 
observed. Survey units now are inspecting additional streams for treatment. More ex- 
tensive application of the new larvicide is expected to get underway in September. 


PRECIPITATION IN GREAT LAKES BASIN IN FIRST HALF FAR BELOW AVERAGE 


Precipitation over the Great Lakes basin during the first six months of 1958 aver- 
aged 10.67 inches or 27 per cent below the 1900-1957 average of 14.69 inches. Statis- 
tics compiled by the U.S. Lake Survey indicate ,however, that the June average for the 
entire basin area was 3.44 inches as compared with 3.17 for the long-range average. 


The Lake Survey reported that the seasonal rise in lake levels generally occuring 
from April through July was retarded this year by the precipitation deficiency during 
the early months of the year. The effect of later rainfall on the lake levels is only 
slight, since most of that falling on the land is lost through evaporation, use by 
crops and other vegetation. 


Indicated below are precipitation averages (in inches) for the January-June period 
for each lake basin, the amount which fell during the same period this year and the ac- 
cumulated deficit. 


Superior Michigan Huron’ Erie Ontario 


1900-57 12.86 14.79 14.37. 17.08 16.63 
1958 10.44 9.63 8.93 12.68 14.82 
Deficit 2.42 5.16 5.44 4.40 1.81 


ILLINOIS WATERWAY TRAFFIC NEAR 1957 HIGH 


Cargo tonnage on the [Illinois Waterway during the first half of 1958 was down 
slightly from the volume for the same period in the record year of 1957. As measured 
at Lockport, totals for the January-June periods were 9,314,620 net tons (1957) and 
9,260,282 tons (1958). 


Army engineer statistics indicate the high level maintained this year results 
from an increase in downbound traffic. The volume of commerce moving to and from the 
Chicago area in the first six months of 1957 and 1958 was as follows. 


1957 1958 Change 
Upbound (to Chicago) 8,271,310 7,872,699 — 398,611 
Downbound (from Chicago) 1,043,310 1,387,583 + 344,273 


Bitiminous coal, the leading commodity in the waterway traffic, is the key factor 
in the 1958 decline in upbound commerce. For the first half of 1958 the volume was 
3,666,175 tons or nearly 450,000 tons below the 1957 figure of 4,113,594 tons. Grain 
and petroleum products have registered substantial gains in 1958. 


NEW POSITIONS AND CHANGES IN KEY OFFICES 


Calvin E. Dingler has been named by the Erie Port Commission to the new post of port 
director. Mr. Dingler, presently a railroad representative in Pittsburgh and former- 
ly with the Delaware River Port Authority, is expected to begin his work in Erie about 
mid-September. Joseph C. Martin will continue in the capacity of port administrator. 


E, Reece Harrill, comptroller for the St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, 
has become assistant administrator for management for the corporation and Brendon T. 
Jose, former deputy comptroller-treasurer, has succeeded Mr. Harrill as comptroller. 


Col, Edmund H. Lang, district engineer, U.S. Lake Survey will become director of the 
U.S. Army's Waterways Experiment Station at Vicksburg, Miss. Major Ira A. Hunt, Jr. 
will succeed Col. Lang as district engineer. 


Rear Admiral Edward H. Thiele, commander of the Ninth Coast Guard District, has been 
appointed by the President to the post of Engineer in Chief for the U.S, Coast Guard 
in Washington. Capt. Oliver A. Peterson, present chief of staff in the district, will 
serve as acting district commander. 


John A. Ulinski, executive director of the Niagara Frontier Port Authority (Buffalo), 
was recently elected president of the Council of Lake Erie Ports. He will succeed 
Joseph C, Martin, port administrator for Erie, Pennsylvania. 


FOR THE RECORD...statistical profile of the Great Lakes 


May June Jan, -June Jan,-June 

SOO COMMERCE (net tons) 1958 1958 1958 1957 
Total traffic 7,184,378 11,522,298 19,844,138 39, 285,383 
Eastbound 6,268,315 9,951,045 17,167,203 34,189,752 
Westbound 916,063 1,571,253 2,676,935 5,095,631 


LAKE COMMERCE (net tons) 


Iron Ore (Upper Lakes) 4,547,884 9,005,688 13,623,640 33,949,047 
Bituminous Coal 


Lake Erie (cargo) 3,987,898 4,805,123 11,449,189 19,359,950 


Lake Michigan 573,729 953,315 1,861,400 1,707,870 
Lake Ontario (cargo) 288,358 261,655 718,929 1,712,947 
Anthracite 28,156 28,725 76,664 180,562 
Grain 2,378,444 1,556,718 4,959,140 3,928,334 
* June June Average June 1958 b 
LAKE LEVELS 1958 1957_ June from L.W.D. 
Superior 601.57 601.95 602.32 - 0.03 
Michigan & Huron 578.90 579.60 580.98 +0.40 
St. Clair 574.58 575.46 575.50 + 1.08 
Erie 571.84 573.01 573.03 +1.34 
Ontario 245.46 246.29 246.88 + 1.46 
in ft. above mean’ Low Water Datum is the plane to which Lake Survey 
tide at N.Y., 1935 chart and Federal navigation depths are referred. 
Monthly Mean 
WATER DIVERSION _April 1958 May 1958 
Into L. Superior (Ogoki & Long Lake projects) 3,800 c.f.s. 8,800 c.f.s. 


From L. Michigan (Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal) 3,200 c.f.s. not available 


Sources: U.S. Corps of Engineers, Detroit District and U.S, Lake Survey; Lake Carriers' 
Assn.; American Iron Ore Assn., Ore & Coal Exchange; Rail to Water Transfer Corp. 


LAKE GRAIN SHIPMENTS UP SHARPLY FROM 1957 


Reports from several sources indicate the healthy upturn in Great Lakes grain 
(including flaxseed) shipments this season compared with 1957. Total shipments 
through June 1958 were nearly 5 million net tons or 26 per cent above the same period 
in 1957 according to the Lake Carriers' Association (see data on p.7). Reports for 
the Soo canals show grain traffic totaling 4,575,175 tons through June of the current 
year or 26 per cent over 1957. At the Canadian ports of Fort William and Port Arthur 
grain shipments to July 2nd were up nearly 35 per cent above the volume shipped for 
the same period in 1957. Summarization of reports of the Board of Grain Commissioners 
for Canada show the Canadian lakehead total of nearly 152 million bushels shipped by 
the beginning of July to be 39 million bushels above lake shipments for the same peri- 
od last season. Wheat gained by over 21 million bushels and barley by more than 14 
million bushels. 


BUFFALO WATER PROJECT TO CURB POLLUTION 


The City of Buffalo and industries along the Buffalo River have agreed on a plan 
to combat pollution in that river. The project involves construction of a waterworks 
at a cost of $5.5-$7 million to supply the industries with raw water from Lake Erie 
mainly for cooling purposes. After use the water will be returned to the river to 
increase the flow and improve the natural purification processes. Cost of the project 
is to be amoritized through the sale of water to five major industries participating 
in the project. The industries have agreed to buy the water for five years and there- 
after for "so long as their requirements demand," 
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